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THE  SIX  OF  PROFANISG  THE  SABBATH. 

Jn  a  former  number  vve  endeavoured  to  prove  the  morality 
of  the  Sabbath ;  and,  if  (as  we  believe)  the  argument  is  con¬ 
clusive,  it  follows,  that  the  “  Holy  Day”  ought  not  to  be  de¬ 
voted  to  common  or  worldly  concerns — that  such  devotion  is 
a  gross  and  heinous  sin. 

As  we  design  to  descend  to  some  minuteness,  in  detailing 
Instances,  in  which  we  suppose  the  Sabbath*  to  be  profaned,  it 
will  be  proper  to  notice  those  works  of  necessity  and  mercy, 
which  constitute  exceptions  to  the  general  rules,  by  which  we 
are  to  judge  of  such  profanation. 

Works  of  necessity  on  the  Sabbath,  are  either  the  interpo¬ 
sitions  of  Divine  Providence,  (in  which  God  has  authority  to 
suspend  his  own  laws,)  or  they  are  such  as  cannot  be  dispensed 
with,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  the  good  of  man,  for 
whom  the  Sabbath  was  made.  Among  these  works  we  may 
instance — flying  from,  and  defending  ourselves  against  an  ene¬ 
my;  dressing  and  eating  food,  provided  too  much  time  be  not 
employed  therein,  nor  too  many  servants  thereby  kept  from 
the  worship  of  God  ;  quenching  fires,  accidentally  or  wilfully 
kindled ;  standing  by  the  helm,  or  managing  a  ship  at  sea : 
it  being  understood,  that  it  is  not  lawful,  because  it  is  not 
necessary,  to  weigh  anchor  or  set  sail  on  the  Lord’s  day. 
These,  and  other  instance.s  which  might  be  noticed,  could 
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either  not  be  foreseen,  or  not  provided  against  the  day  before^ 
and  therefore  could  not  be  delayed  till  the  day  after  the  Sab¬ 
bath. 

Under  the  denomination  of  works  of  mercy^  we  comprehend 
the  performance  of  works  which  have  a  necessary  tendency  to, 
or  connexion  with  the  worship  of  God ;  works  which  will 
promote  ike  welfare  of  men^s  souls, — Such  as  the  establishment 
of  schools  for  their  religious  instruction — or  advising,  exhort¬ 
ing,  reproving,  comforting,  and  praying  with  and  for  them; — 
or  works  hich  promote  the  welfare  of  their  bodies — such  as 
preparing  medicine,  and  administering  it  to  the  sick  ;  and 
taking  up  collections  for  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor ; — or 
works  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  life  of  beasts,  giving 
them  food,  or  relieving  them  from  danger  and  from  death. 
These  cases,  and  others  of  a  similar  nature  excepted,  we  con¬ 
sider  the  Sabbath  profaned,  by  doing  any  thing  common  or 
worldly^  on  that  sacred  day,  or  by  neglecting  to  perform  those 
holy  services  to  which  it  is  appropriated.  Who  then  are  charge¬ 
able  with  this  sin  We  answer, 

1st.  Those  persons  who  prosecute  their  worldly  business  on 
the  Sabbath. 

The  law  of  the  Sabbath  explicitly  confines  all  worldly  em¬ 
ployments  to  the  six  days  of  labour;  and,  of  course,  excludes 
them  from  that  seventh  part  of  time  which  God  has  reserved 
for  his  own  glory.  Every  thing  is  good  in  its  season.  And, 
though  spiritual  exercises  are  not  excluded  from  worldly  em¬ 
ployments,  inasmuch  as  they  are  by  no  means  inconsistent  with 
such  as  are  honest,  yet  worldly  employments  are  excluded 
from  the  Sabbath,  as  an  hinderance  to,  and  inconsistent  with., 
its  spiritual  exercises.  Thus  the  fourth  commandment  par¬ 
ticularly  prohibits  every  individual  from  attending  on  this  day 
to  his  worldly  occupation.  “  Thou  shall  not  do  any  work.” 
‘  Whoever  you  are,  or  whatever  may  be  your  occupation  oc 
other  days,  you  must  dispense  with  it  on  the  Sabbath.  Nor 
must  you  allow  either  .your  son,  or  your  daughter,  your 
servant,  or  your  maidservant  to  carry  on  your  business  for 
you.'  A  command,  thus  comprehensive,  condemns,  as  pro- 
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faners  of  the  Sabbath,  all  merchants,  farmers,  mechanics,  and 
others  of  every  name,  who,  on  the  Sabbath,,  prosecute  their 
respective  secular  employments.  But,  lest  our  readers  should 
suppose  this  explication  too  strict,  let  them  examine  Nehem. 
xiii.  15 — 18.  ‘‘  In  those  days  saw  I  in  Judah  some  treading 

winepresses  on  the  Sabbath,  and  bringing  in  sheaves,  and 
lading  asses  ;  as  also  wine,  grapes,  and  figs,  and  all  manner  of 
burdens,  which  they  brought  into  Jerusalem  on  the  Sabbath- 
day  :  and  I  testified  against  them  in  the  day  wherein  they  sold 
victuals.  There  dwelt  men  of  Tyre  also  therein,  which 
brought  fish  and  all  manner  of  ware,  and  sold  on  the  Sabbath 
unto  the  children  of  Judah,  and  in  Jerusalem.  Then  I  con¬ 
tended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  said  unto  them.  What 
evil  thing  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the  Sabbath-day  f 
Did  not  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our- God  bring  all  this 
evil  upon  us,  and  upon  this  city  ?  Yet  ye  bring  more  wrath 
upon  Israel  by  profaning  the  Sabbath-day.^^  Thus  then,  Ne- 
hemiah,  under  the  influence  of  inspiration,  pronounces  all 
farmers,  who  leave  home  on  the  Sabbath,  to  bring  their 
“  sheaves”  or  other  produce  to  our  cities ;  all  our  fishermen, 
who,  on  this  day,  expose  “^5^”  for  sale  in  our  markets ;  all 
our  grocers  and  proprietors  of  pleasure  gardens,  who  sell  wine^ 
gropes^  figs,  or  victuals and,  in  short,  all,  in  whatever  sta¬ 
tion,  who  prosecute  their  worldly  concerns,  or  attend  to  any 
of  the  necessary  appendages  of  worldly  transactions,  such  as 
posting  their  books,  stating  their  accounts,  or  preparing  their 
goods  for  exposure  to  sale  on  the  following  day — all  such  the 
Prophet  pronounces  profaners  of  the  Sabbath.  For,  after 
specifying  these  very  persons,  he  expressly  asks,  “  Wliat  evil 
thing  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the  Sabbath-day  and 
further  adds,  for  the  alarm  of  all  who  are  guilty,  that,  by  such 
conduct,  they  draw  down  the  judgments  of  God  upon  them¬ 
selves  and  their  country !  “Yet  ye  bring  more  wrath  upon 
Israel  by  profaning  the  Sabbath-day/’* 

*  It  affords  us  peculiar  gratiBcation,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  New-York  did,  some  time  since,  take  measures  for  the  suppression 
“  of  the  crying  vice  of  profaning  the  Sabbath  day;”  that  the  lair*  in  referent^ 
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2dly.  Tliey  profane  the  Sabbath,  who,  on  this  day,  partlci- 
p?4e  in  worldly  recreations. 

There  are  some  things  under  this  general  denomination, 
without  which  we  cannot  exist,  much  less  do  business  upon 
any  day ;  and  which  are  therefore  both  lawful  and  necessary 
on  the  Sabbath,  such  as  the  moderate  refreshment  of  our 
bodies  with  meat,  drink,  and  sleep.  But  there  are  others, 
voluntarily  chosen  for  bodily  pleasure  and  diversion,  and 
which,  though  innocent  on  other  days,  are  unnecessary  and 
unlawful  on  the  Lord’s  day — such  as  visiting  from  house  to 
house,  merely  to  compliment  our  friends ;  attending  parties  of 
festivity;  starting  on  journeys;*  jesting;  telling  idle  stories: 
or  diverting  ourselves,  by  talking  over  the  news.  These  are 
all  subservient  to  our  own  pleasure,  and  are  great  hinderances 
to  the  duties  of  God’s  worship.  They  are  therefore  unlawful 
on  the  day  which  is  consecrated  to  God.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  “If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot 


to  the  sanctiticatioii  of  the  Sabbath  in  general,  are  more  strictly  enforced  ;  and 
that  grocery-stores,  in  particular,  which  were  too  generally  open,  are  now  par¬ 
tially  closed.  And,  while  our  rulers  are  thus  setting  the  example,  it  becomes 
every  friend  to  his  country,  and  every  friend  to  religion,  morality,  and  order,  to 
strengthen  their  hands,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  in  the  honourable  work  of 
reformation. 

*  From  the  fact  of ‘‘a  Sabbath-day’s  journey”  being  mentioned  in  Scripture,* 
it  has  been  argued,  that  it  is  not  unlawful  to  travel  on  the  Lord’s  day.  But 
this  by  no  means  justifies  the  practice.  A  “  Sabbath-day's  journey,”  according 
to  Josephus,  and  other  Jewish  writers,  was  two  thousand  cubits,  or  about  one 
mile.  This  was  the  ordinary  length  of  their  cities,  together  with  the  suburbs ; 
and  therefore  a  Sabbath-day's  journey,  though  it  would  embrace  the  distance 
from  the  remotest  habitation  to  the  place  ofpublic  worship,  would  not  justify  them 
in  leaving  the  city  to  travel  upon  worldly  business.  The  law  of  God  indeed  did 
not  determine  the  distance  the  Jews  might  go  on  the  Sabbath.  It  only  said, 
Exod.  xvi.  29,  “  Let  no  man  go  out  of  his  place  on  the  seventh  day.”  W^hich, 
justly  interpreted,  would  not  forbid  them  travelling  to  the  tabernacle  or  temple, 
for  the  purpose  of  worshipping  God,  whether  these  were  nearer  or  more  remote. 
But  it  would  not  permit  them  to  extend  a  Sabbath-day's  journey  to  the  length  of 
the  journey  of  any  other  day  ;  for,  if  they  were  to  be  travelling  all  the  Lord's 
dayy  of  course  they  could  not  arrive  in  season  at  the  place  of  public  worship. 
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from  the  Sabbath,  from  dolng'^thy  pleasure  on  my  holy  day ; 
and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  Holy  of  the  Lord,  honour¬ 
able  ;  and  shalt  honour  Him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor 
finding  thine  own  pleasure,  nor  speaking  thine  own  wwds: 

V 

Then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Lord ;  and  I  will  cause 
thee  to  ride  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  them 
with  the  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father.”  (Iviii.  13.) 

Thus  all  wandering  of  the  feet^  all  idle  use  of  our  own 
ivords,  and  all  pursuit  of  our  own  ways  for  pleasure^  are  ex¬ 
pressly  condemned ;  and  those  who  avoid  these  things  have 
an  unequivocal  promise  of  the  blessing  of  Heaven.  Not¬ 
withstanding  that  reproof,  and  this  encouragement,  how 
many,  in  all  classes  of  the  community,  think  their  own 
thoughts,  speak  their  own  words^  and  pursue  their  own  plea- 
sure,  on  this  holy  day !  Alas !  we  can  find  persons  of  this 
description,  not  merely  in  the  walks  of  our  merchants,  me¬ 
chanics,  and  farmers,  but  in  many  instances  the  paths  of  our 
legislators,  statesmen,  and  magistrates,  are  beaten  smooth  with 
continual  repetitions  of  this  most  abominable  vice.  But  the 
word  of  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  And,  whether  the 
votary  of  worldly  recreations  on  the  Sabbath,  be  a  ruler,  in  his 
chair  of  state,  or  a  subject,  in  the  low’est  rank  in  life,  it 
equally  pronounces  them  guilty  of  the  profanation  of  this 
holy  day. 

3dly.  They  profane  the  Sabbath,  who,  on  that  day,  neglect 
the  private  and  public  duties  of  God’s  worship. 

The  Sabbath  is,  by  God’s  appointment,  devoted  to  his  own 
worship  and  service.  If  then,  it  is  sin,  on  any  day,  to  neglect 
these  duties ;  if,  on  any  other  day  of  the  week,  the  families, 
that  call  not  on  God’s  name,  are  ‘‘  the  dwellings  of  the 
wicked,  and  the  place  of  him  that  knoweth  not  God;”  (Job 
xviii.  21.)  much  more  may  they  be  styled  wicked  and  profane, 
if  they  neglect  them  on  the  Sabbath. 

But,  if  they  profane  the  Sabbath,  who,  on  that  day,  neglect 
the  private  duties  of  devotion,  so  do  they,  who  absent  them¬ 
selves  from  the  public  ordinances  of  God’s  house.  “From 
one  Sabbath  to  another  shall  all  flesh  come  to  worship  before 
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me,  salth  the  Lord.”*  The  duties  of  this  worship  are  the 
preaching  and  hearing  of  the  word,  prayer,  praise,  and  the  use 
of  the  sacraments.  And  every  one,  who  has  the  opportunity, 
is  required  to  attend  the  house  of  God,  to  hear  what  shall  be 
spoken,  to  join  in  the  prayers  and  praises  of  the  congregation; 
and,  as  occasion  offers,  to  commemorate  the  love  of  a  crucified 
Saviour.  And,  if  the  neglect  of  these  duties  mark  the  pro- 
faners  of  the  Sabbath,  how  many,  alas !  how  many,  may  we 
find  within  the  precincts  of  our  own  city  and  of  every  other 
community!  How  many  suffer  the  most  trifling  excuses  to 
detain  them  from  the  sanctuary.^  How’  many  justify  their  ab¬ 
sence  in  their  wricked  prejudices  against  particular  men,  and 
particular  modes  of  preaching  ?  As  if  the  man  sanctified  the 
message,  or  the  mode  altered  the  substance  !  And  how'  many 
stay  from  the  house  of  God,  because  the  plain  preaching  of  the 
cross  does  not  suit  their  self-conceit ed  supposed  refinement  of 
taste!  Their  imaginations  cannot  be  feasted  with  tropes  and 
figures,  and  consequently  their  souls  must  starve  for  the  want 
of  spiritual  food  !  In  short,  how'  many  for  want  of  a  relish  for 
divine  truths,  in  whatever  style  t’.ey  may  be  clothed,  stay  at 
home,  to  sleep  away  their  senses,  or  else  join  in  all  manner  of 
unwarrantable  amusements,  on  this  holy  day!  Let  those  facts, 
which  ring  in  our  ears,  and  stare  us  in  our  faces,  when  walking 
the  streets  of  any  of  our  principal  cities,  or  w^hen  lifting  our 
eyes  over  any  thickly  settled  place  in  the  country,  testify. 
Those  crowds  in  our  streets,  and  other  places  of  public  resort, 
account  for  the  comparative  emptiness  of  too  many  churches, 
and  for  the  desolation  of  Zion.  Tliey  testify,  that  the  laws  of 
God  and  our  country  are  trampled  under  foot,  and  that  the 
strong  arm  of  civil  power  is  necessary  to  enforce  them  ;  that 
the  morals  of  our  fellow’-citizens  are  depraved,  and  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  necessary  to  reform  them ;  that  the  Sabbath 
is  profaned,  and  the  best  interests  of  immortal  souls  despised 
and  neglected.  Yes,  ye  unhappy  mortals,  who  thus  sin  away 
your  privileges,  did  you  reflect  upon  their  infinite  value — did 
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you  consider,  that  the  lime,  during  which  you  shall  enjoy 
them,  is  short — and  that  those  who  have  already  lost  them, 
would  give  millions  multiplied  on  millions,  to  reclaim  them, 
the  ways  of  Zion  would  no  longer  mourn  on  your  account ! 
Ye  would  crowd  her  gates,  and  listen  with  interest  and  anxiety 
to  the  tale  of  redeeming  love.  But,  alas!  ye  consider  not 
your  latter  end.  You  have  Sabbaths,  and  all  the  priv  ileges  of 
God’s  house,  but  you  sinfully  neglect  them.  And,  unless  ye 
speedily  reform  your  lives,  and  fly  for  refuge  to  Jesus,  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  TjTe  and  Sidon  will  rise  up  in  judgment  against 
you,  and  condemn  you. 

But  we  should  be  unfaithful  to  souls,  were  we  to  leave  them 
under  the  impression,  that  mere  attendance  in  the  sanctuary 
will  relieve  them  from  the  imputation  of  profaning  the  Sab¬ 
bath.  “  Holiness  becomes  God’s  house  for  ever.”  And, 
therefore,  those  w  ho  attend  it  from  improper  motives,  and  with 
improper  behaviour,  are  as  guilty  of  the  profanation  of  the 
Sabbath,  as  those  who  stay  away.  What  then  shall  we  say  of 
those,  whose  eyes,  like  the  fool’s,  are  wandering  from  one  seat 
to  another,  during  the  time  of  divine  service  ;  whose  hearts 
and  thoughts  are  every  where,  but  in  the  sanctuary ;  who  in¬ 
dulge  indecent  levity ;  or,  w  ho  take  their  seats,  lay  down  their 
heads,  and  deliberately  sleep  away  the  time  employed  in  the, 
solemn  exercises  of  God’s  house  ^  Is  not  this  the  formal  pro¬ 
fanation  of  the  Sabbath — a  solemn  mockery  of  that  Being 
who  presides  in  the  worshipping  assemblies  of  his  saints  ^ 
Concerning  all  such  persons,  Jehovah  may  well  say,  by  his 
inspired  prophet,  “  This  they  have  done  unto  me — they  have 
defiled  my  sanctuary  in  the  same  day,  and  h2.\e  profaned  my 
Sabbaths.” 

If  these  things  are  so;  if  the  rest  of  the  Sabbath  is  moral ; 
and  those,  who  attend  to  their  worldly  employments  and  re¬ 
creations,  w^ho  absent  themselves  unnecessarily  from  the  public 
worship  of  the  sanctuary,  or  who  attend  upon  it  without  suit¬ 
able  fear  and  reverence,  are  guilty  of  profaning  the  holy  day,  who 
that  reads  this  can  say,  “  My  hands  are  clean,  and  I  am  pure 
from  the  sin.^  Are  we  not,  in  some  manner,  guilty.^  and  have  we 
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not,  in  one  or  other  of  these  respects,  come  short  ol  the  glory 
of  God  ?  Have  we  not,  unnecessarily  and  shamefully,  attend¬ 
ed,  on  this  day,  to  our  worldly  avocations  ?  Have  we  not 
often  indulged  in  sinful  recreations — in  visiting  our  friends, 
walking  the  streets,  and  idle  talking  and  jesting  ?  Have  tvc 
not  often  loitered  at  home,  w  hen  it  was  just  as  convenient,  and 
far  more  proper,  to  be  present  in  the  house  of  God  ?  And, 
even  when  there,  have  not  our  thoughts  been  w^andering  on  the 
mountains  of  vanity ;  and  have  w’e  not  often  secretly  said  of 
sacred  services,  as  the  Jewish  hypocrites  did  in  the  days  of 
Amos  and  Malachi,  “  Behold  what  a  w  eariness  is  it,  and  when 
will  the  Sabbath  be  gone,  that  we  may  set  forth  wheat,  and 
sell  corn  ?” — that  we  may  attend  to  our  worldly  recreations 
and  employments ! 

If  we  are  chargeable  with  any  or  all  of  these  specifications, 
it  is  our  duty  to  humble  ourselves  before  God,  and  to  repent 
in  sincerity  of  our  profanation  of  the  Sabbath.  It  is  our  duly 
to  take  shelter,  by  faith,  under  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
from  those  arrows  of  vengeance,  which  are  let  loose  against 
the  transgressors  of  this  law  ,  and  to  seek  grace  from  the  Spirit, 
to  enable  us  in  future  to  “  Remember  the  Sabbath-day,  to 
keep  it  holy;”  to  endeavour,  each  in  our  several  stations  and 
relations,  to  sanctify  the  Sabbath  ourselv^es,  and  to  discounte¬ 
nance  the  profanation  of  it  in  others ;  as  Christians,  to  set  the 
surrounding  world  an  example  of  devotion  on  the  Lord’s  day; 
as  parents,  to  prevent  the  breach  of  it  in  our  children  ;  as  ma¬ 
gistrates,  to  enforce  the  laws  against  delinquents;  and,  as  citi¬ 
zens,  to  render  obedience  to  those  laws,  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  our  country.  And  let  all  who  read  this,  re¬ 
member,  that  so  far  as  grocery  and  fruit  stores,  pleasure 
gardens,  and  fish  markets  are  concerned,  you  have  partially 
the  preventives  within  your  own  reach.  For,  if  you  do  not 
frequent  them,  of  course  the  proprietors  will  have  so  much 
less  temptation  to  keep  open  their  respective  places  of  re¬ 
sort.  And  though  others  may  be  hardy  enough  to  keep  them 
in  countenance,  yet,  by  turning  your  backs  upon  them  on  this 
day,  you  will,  at  least,  have  the  praise  of  honourable  singu- 
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I  larity  among  men,  and  the  hope  of  a  blessing  from  the  Lord  of 
the  Sabbath. 

That  you,  therefore,  so  far  as  your  example  goes,  may  dis¬ 
countenance  the  vices  which  prevail  on  this  day,  suffer  us  to 
advise  you,  to  make  all  your  necessary  purchases,  and  to  set 
all  your  worldly  business  in  order,  the  preceding  night.  Do 
the  business  of  every  week,  in  its  week,  according  as  the  duty 
of  the  week  requires,  that  you  may  not  infringe  on  the  Sab- 
I  bath,  by  attending  to  secular  concerns.  As  soon  as  the  day 
arrives,  consecrate  it,  in  imitation  of  the  example,  and  in 
obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  to  the  public  and  private 
duties  of  devotion.  Endeavour,  by  prayer  and  meditation,  to 
get  above  the  world  ;  to  exclude  all  those  thoughts,  which 
would  retard  the  soul  in  its  goings  out  after  God,  and  to  realize 
the  vanity  and  illusion  of  every  earthly  good,  compared  with 
communion  wdth  Him*.  Make  it  a  concern  of  conscience,  not 
to  absent  yourselves  from  the  public  ordinances  of  God’s 
house  ;  and,  while  there,  unite  with  the  congregation  in  all 
the  acts  of  religious  worship.  “  Keep  thy  foot,  when  thou 
goest  to  the  house  of  God,  and  be  more  ready  to  hear,  than 
to  give  the  sacrifice  of  fools  ;  for  they  consider  not  that  they 
do  evil.”  Guard  against  all  indecent  and  irreverent  conduct. 
Watch  against  drowsiness  and  sloth  ;  and,  to  this  end,  abstain 
from  a  too  free  indulgence  in  the  gratification  of  your  appe¬ 
tites.  This,  in  connexion  w^ith  a  cessation  from  the  ordinary 
duties  of  active  life,  is,  we  are  persuaded,  the  principal  cause 
of  that  languor  and  indifference,  which  characterize  too  many 
Christian  congregations,  particularly  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
Lord’s  day.  We  address  ourselves  as  to  wise  men  :  judge  ye 
what  we  say.  Let  the  cause^  however,  be  what  it  may,  permit  us 
to  urge  you  to  guard  against  the  effect.  Wliatever  excuses  may 
be  offered  in  extenuation,  for  ourselves,  we  consider  sleeping  in 
the  sanctuary  utterly  Inexcusable.  What !  have  ye  not  houses 
I  and  nights  enough  to  sleep  in  ?  Or  despise  ye  the  Church  and 
the  day  of  God  f  Shall  we  praise  you  in  this  ?  We  praise  yoi^ 
not.  How  Audiculous  would  it  be  for  any  one  to  go  to  market, 
for  provisions  for  his  family,  and  then  fall  asleep,  and  miss  his 
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errand  ?  But  you  go  to  the  house  of  God,  professedly,  to  get 
provision  for  your  soul,  and  if  you  there  fall  asleep,  you  must 
go  home  empty.  Will  any  one  doze  at  his  ordinary  food  ? 
and  yet  many  sleep,  while  the  bread  of  life  is  breaking  to  them, 
and  while  the  waters  of  life  are  passing  by,  perhaps  never — 
never  to  return !  Therefore  guard  against  this  indulgence ; 
and  be  as  watchful  in  the  service  of  God,  on  the  Sabbath,  as 
you  are  on  other  days  in  your  own.  While  in  the  sanctuary 
zealously  unite  in  its  spiritual  exercises ;  and  fill  up  the  inter- 
vals^  as  much  as  possible,  with  prayer,  reading  the  Scriptures, 
and  meditating  upon  what  you  have  read  and  heard.  Exclude 
from  conversation  every  thing  that  savours  of  the  things  of  the 
world,  and,  as  a  substitute  for  them,  let  your  lips  be  employed 
in  talking  of  the  wonders  of  creating  power,  providential  good¬ 
ness,  and  redeeming  love.  Blessed  is  the  man,  who  thus 
keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it,  and  keepeth  his  hand 
from  doing  any  evil. — For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  unto  those  that 
keep  my  Sabbaths,  and  choose  the  things  that  please  me,  and 
take  hold  of  my  covenant;  even  unto  them  will  I  give  in 
mine  house  and  within  my  walls,  a  place  and  a  name  better 
than  of  sons  and  of  daughters :  I  will  give  them  an  everlasting 
name  that  shall  not  be  cut  off.”  Isaiah  Ivi.  2,  4,  5. 


TRANSLATED  FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN  AND  REVIEW. 

An  Oration  of  John  Alphonsus  Turretin,  concerning  the  various 
stages  of  the  Christian  Churchy  addressed  to  a  tSociety  estab¬ 
lished  to  propagate  the  Gospel. 


[Concluded  from  p,  208.] 

Let  US  consider  now  the  state  of  evangelical  doctrine  after 
the  Reformation. 

At  that  time  there  was  great  learning,  a  rational  philosophy, 
and  study  pursued  with  indefatigable  industry.  By  such 
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means,  learned  and  excellent  commentaries  were  produced ; 
and  profound  discussion  upon  the  capital  points  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  was  encouraged.  In  the  mean  time  many  reasons 
may  be  assigned,  why  the  light  of  divine  truth  was  not  more 
universally  diffused,  and  why  it  was  covered  with  so  many 
clouds.  I  do  not  accuse  the  funeral  pile,  nor  executioners, 
nor  exiles,  nor  dungeons.  Believe  me,  these  were  not  the 
most  powerful  enemies  of  Christianity.  But  the  want  of  its 
extension  and  triumph  was  owing  to  peace,  and  the  vices  ac¬ 
companying  peace,  to  the  contagion  of  the  world,  to  inter¬ 
mitted  zeal,  to  the  schools  of  barbarism  still  existing,  to  the 
idle  quarrels  of  the  mystics,  concerning  their  hypotheses,  and 
foolish  interpretations  of  Scripture,  and  bitter  contentions  for 
power.  Yes,  and  more  especially  to  those  unhallowed 
schisms,  (over  which  we  ought  to  shed  tears  of  blood,)  which 
were  visible  in  the  Churches  of  Germany,  Britain,  and  the 
Netherlands.  To  this  we  ascribe  the  fact,  that  Antichrist 
still  reigns,  and  that  the  light  of  the  gospel  has  not  shined  with 
higher  and  more  noble  splendour. 

THE  CONCLUSION. 

As  it  regards  ourselves,  when  we  speak  of  these  things,  it 
belongs  to  us  to  enjoy  this  light,  and  daily  to  endeavour  farther 
to  extend  it.  It  is  our  privilege  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of 
those  great  men,  who  were  either  the  primeval,  or  are  now  the 
present  defenders  of  Christianity.  It  is  our  duty,  after  their 
example,  laying  aside  all  local  opinions,  shaking  off  our  pride, 
bidding  an  eternal  adieu  to  all  evil  affections,  to  be  borne  on 
by  a  noble  impetus  to  the  investigation  of  divine  truth,  to 
admit  it  when  found,  to  profess  it  when  admitted,  and  to  adorn 
it  by  practice.  It  belongs  to  us,  all  human  authority  being 
set  aside,  all  human  writings,  however  plain  and  conspicuous, 
being  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary,  to  depend 
entirely  on  the  word  of  our  God,  to  adhere  to  that  alone,  nor 
to  admit  any  thing  into  our  sacred  worship,  but  that  which  is 
derived  from  this  heavenly  fountain.  It  belongs  to  us  to 
purge  our  theology  from  scholastic  devices,  from  vain  ques¬ 
tions,  and  from  strife  of  w’ords,  as  was  the  practice  of  the 
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renowned  Reformers.  It  is  our  business  to  blot  out  the  un¬ 
happy  names  of  Lutherans,  Calvinists,  Episcopalians,  Presby¬ 
terians,  and  other  party  titles,  (would  to  God  they  had  never 
existed,)  and  all  to  be  designated  by  the  same  Christian  name. 
For,  according  to  Hilary,  whilst  we  are  striving  about  words, 
while  there  are  questions  about  novelties,  inquiries  about  au¬ 
thorities,  contest  in  studies,  difficulty  in  agreement,  and  while 
one  is  anathematizing  the  other,  there  hardly  remains  to  us  a 
Christ.  It  IS  our  business  to  propose,  to  urge,  to  reiterate  the 
counsels  of  peace,  through  good  report  and  bad  report, 
through  glory  and  through  shame,  through  reproach  as  well  as 
praise.  When  we  are  defamed,  to  pray;  when  we  are  loaded 
with  reproaches,  to  bless;  and  to  attempt  to  subdue  men  to 
our  cause  by  no  other  weapons,  than  great  patience,  and  pu¬ 
rity,  and  knowledge,  and  lenity,  and  kindness,  and  unfeigned 
love.  And,  as  Nazianzen  said, 


Let  us  yield  in  small  maud's,  that  we  may  obtain  concord!  It 
is  our  business,  to  lay  aside  all  enmity  and  private  animosities, 
and  contend  for  the  cause  of  our  mutual  Lord,  to  form  a  pha¬ 
lanx  against  the  common  enemy,  and  contend  for  the  unfading 
I  palm.  It  is  our  business  to  model  worship  and  discipline,  if, 

in  any  place,  they  are  found  to  be  imperfect,  after  the  example 
of  the  apostolic  institution  and  the  primitive  Church.  It  is 
our  business  to  renew  communion  among  the  different 
i  Churches,  to  cultivate  it  when  renewed,  and  to  cherish  it  in  all 

'  its  extent;  a  practice  solemnly  prevalent  in  primitive  times, 

i  and  in  the  times  of  the  Reformation,  and  which  produced 

^  abundant  fruit  in  the  Church  of  our  God.  It  is  our  business 

to  denominate  our  doctrine,  the  doctrine  of  true  piety,  and  to 
concentrate  the  power  of  our  labours,  in  endeavouring  to  ex¬ 
tend  and  to  instil  it.  It  belongs  to  us,  in  fine,  to  transfer 
'  Christian  discipline  from  the  schools  to  real  life,  from  theory 

to  practice,  from  profession  to  morals,  without  which  the  truth 
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of  God,  instead  of  shining  in  its  native  splendour,  is  converted 
into  a  vain  and  empty  show. 

Can  my  mind  deceive  me  f  Already  the  morning  of  a 
bright  day  begins  to  dawn.  Now, 


JSfovus  ordo  Sceculorum, 

a  new  order  of  ages  begins;  we  behold  a  new  progeny.  Al¬ 
ready  many  a  genius  has  arisen  for  the  investigation  of  truth. 
Now  the  study  of  piety  in  the  minds  of  thousands  is  held  in 
estimation.  Now  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  is  frequent, 
yea,  practised  by  those  who  once  thought  it  unlawful  to  touch 
them.  Now  scholastic  rooms  have  become  foul.  Now  the 
solid  marks  of  truth  are  visibly  stamped  upon  the  minds  of 
multitudes.  Now  Christian  moderation  abounds.  Now  even 
kings  and  princes  foster  the  Church,  are  influenced  with  godly 
zeal,  and  are  pre-eminent  in  their  practice  of  religion.  Now 
societies  are  formed  to  promote  Christianity,  to  erect  Churches 
in  every  region,  to  establish  schools,  to  maintain  proselytes,  to 
disseminate  the  Bible ;  yea,  the  perishing  lucre  of  this  world 
is  liberally  bestowed,  that  such  eternal  benefits  may  redound 
to  the  human  race.  Splendid  examples  of  such  beneficence 
shine  in  the  midst  of  us.  And  now,  many,  distinguished  for 
learning  and  for  zeal,  are  applying  all  their  power,  in  order  to 
present  the  flocks,  committed  to  their  care,  pure  before  the 
throne  of  the  living  God  :  and  He  is  pouring  down  from 
heaven  more  than  ordinary  blessings.  O  may  those  blessings 
not  deceive  us  !  Let  us  strive  then  that  the  kingdom  of  Jesus 
Christ  may  be  established  throughout  the  world,  that  faith 
may  shine,  that  piety  may  flourish,  that  all  the  Christian 
graces  may  appear  in  tlieir  beauty.  Let  us  strive  for  these 
things  by  our  studies,  our  talents,  our  prayers,  and,  above  all, 
by  that  which  is  most  powerful,  by  our  example. 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN  AND  REVIEW. 

DISiyTEHESTED  BESEVOLEyCE. 

Crede  quoD  HABEs,  ET  HABES  ;  that  IS,  belicve  that  you 
have,  and  you  have,  is  an  old  maxim,  which,  as  has  been  some¬ 
where  observed,  is  not  confined  to  those  only  within  the  walls 
of  Bedlam. 

How  many  fancy  themselves  paragons  of  courage,  candour, 
truth,  and  meekness,  who  are  in  fact  remarkable  for  timidity, 
reservedness,  duplicity,  and  pride  !  and  how^  will  they  scowl  and 
bluster,  if  one  presume  to  call  in  question  the  soundness  of  their 
pretensions — if  he  ask  for  ocular  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
these  virtues!  The  maxim,  how^ever,  though  truly  applicable 
in  such  cases,  is  ridiculously  so  when  we  speak  of  those  who 
are  ambitious  of  a  character  for  something  greater  than  a  com¬ 
mon  or  acknowledged  virtue, — talk  much  about  general  uii- 
Uty^  and  human  perfectibility^  or  lay  claim  to  certain  imaginary 
excellencies  which  no  mortal  can  possess.  Of  such  persons  it 
may  be  emphatically  said,  they  have,  because  they  think  they  have. 

But,  reader,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  imagination  has  a 
pow’erful  influence  upon  us;  and  if  you  are  not  disposed  to 
admit  the  truth  of  my  maxim,  make  the  experiment.  Only 
believe  yourself  capable  of  disinterested  love^  for  instance: 
stretch  your  fancy  on  this  subject  until  you  can  bring  yourself 
to  believe  that  a  man  may  cherish  a  love  that  is  not  excited  by 
any  selfish  views  or  feelings  whatever,  or  in  the  least  sw^ayed 
by  them,  and  presently,  if  I  mistake  not,  you  will  find  your 
heart  filled  with  such  love.  O  yes!  lost  in  the  great  whole, 
in  your  own  estimation  ;  a  desire  to  promote  .the  good  of  that 
whole,  without  any  regard  to  your  own  peace,  whether  tem¬ 
poral  or  eternal,  will  be  the  predominant  motive  to  action. 
And  though  your  deeds  may  be’ no  better,  either  intrinsically 
or  extrinsically,  than  those  which  men  of  ordinary  virtue  per¬ 
form  ;  yet  you  shall  see  a  wide  and  essential  difference  be- 
tw^een  them.  “  Their’s,”  you  will  say,  “  proceed  from  despi¬ 
cable  selfishness;  but  mine  from  disinterested  benevolence:" 
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and  how  will  the  multitude  eulogize  your  worth,  and  gape,  and 
point  at  you  the  finger  of  admiration,  saying,  that  man  has  dis¬ 
interested  benevolence  I  Only  think  that  you  have — and  you 
have. 

One  evening,  after  rambling  through  an  adjoining  wood, 
reflecting  on  this  extraordinary  virtue,  till  the  hfat  and  the 
walk  had  almost  overcome  me,  I  retired  at  an  earlier  hour 
than  usual  to  rest.  From  what  cause  it  happened,  whether 
from  extreme  lassitude,  or  the  state  of  my  mind,  or  the  early 
hour  of  retiring,  I  know  not ;  but  for  a  considerable  time  I  w^as 
wakeful  and  restless;  and  though  I  laboured  to  dismiss  the 
interesting  subject,  my  thoughts  would  be  still  running  upon  it. 
At  length,  however,  1  fell  under  the  soft  influence  of  the  wand 
of  Morpheus ;  and  yielding  to  somnolency  while  my  mind  was 
employed  about  disinterested  benevolence,  a  dream  succeed¬ 
ed  which  occasioned  me  no  little  agony  of  spirit,  and  which, 
if  you  please,  reader,  I  w^ill  now  relate,  together  with  the  result 
of  my  subsequent  inquiries. 

‘‘  The  ideas  which  strike  our  fancy  in  sleep,”  says  the  Spec¬ 
tator,  arise  in  us,  without  our  choice,  either  from  the  oc¬ 
currences  of  the  day  past,  the  temper  we  lie  down  in,  or,  it 
may  be,  the  direction  of  some  superior  being.”  My  dream 
was  no  doubt  produced  by  my  waking  meditations,  as  it  was 
conformable  to  them  ;  but  you  will  own,  I  think,  that  it  con¬ 
veys  some  important  instruction. 

I  dreamed  that  I  was  wandering  through  a  low%  fenny,  and 
circuitous  thicket,  remote  from  any  human  habitation,  and  un¬ 
able  to  discover  any  track  leading  to  one.  After  remaining  in 
this  situation  some  time,  a  good  deal  perplexed  and  distressed, 

I  set  forward,  as  by  a  resistless  impulse,  on  a  course  that  soon 
terminated  in  a  beautiful  arbour,  where  the  boughs  of  the 
trees  were  so  closely  entwined  together  as  to  exclude  the 
burning  rays  of  the  sun,  and  form  a  most  delightful  retreat  to 
the  weary  traveller.  Here,  being  exhausted,  I  threw  myself 
down  on  the  grassy  carpet  which  nature  had  spread  under¬ 
neath  the  bower,  and  began  to  moralize  on  the  scenes  through 
^bich  I  had  passed,  comparing  my  solitaiy  and  toilsome  walk 
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ihe  seclusion  and  trouble  occasioned  often  by  the  jealousy  and 
hatred  of  neighbours, — the  blessings  enjoyed  on  this  sequestered 
spot,  to  the  salutary  influence  of  private  friendship,  when  sin¬ 
cere  and  seasonable.  My  reflections  however  were  quickiv 
interrupted  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  being  of  strange 
and  mysterious  form,  which  addressed  me  in  the  following 
words : 

“  Sir,  you  must  pardon  me  for  interrupting  your  meditations; 
I  am  a  celestial  genius. — You  were  about  (at  the  moment  of  my 
descent)  to  regale  your  mind  with  a  view  of  the  blessings  of 
friendship,  enjoyed  occasionally  in  this  world  amidst  the  gloomy 
and  wretched  effects  of  malevolence ;  but,  be  assured,  that  the 
friendship  you  value,  is  very  little  better  than  the  malevolence 
you  dread.  It  is  all  selfishness.  Men  in  general  cultivate  be¬ 
nevolent  affections  only  to  promote  their  private  interest ;  and 
when  they  become  religious,  it  is  not  the  love  of  God  that 
actuates  them,  but  the  love  of  self ;  for  their  supreme  or  sin¬ 
gle  object  is,  to  secure  their  eternal  happiness.  The  operation 
of  this  selfish  principle  is  the  cause  of  much  mischief,  and  none 
can  be  saved  who  are  in  any  degree  under  its  influence.”  Here 
it  assumed  the  face  of  a  crocodile,  and  wept.  ‘‘  My  name,”  it 
added,  is  Disinterested  Love.”  Here  it  changed  again, 
and  put  on  the  face  of  an  angel,  for  like  old  Proteus,  it  changed 
appearance  without  difficulty.  “  I  have  conducted  you  to 
this  delightful  bower,  and  if  you  will  take  me  for  your  guide, 
and  follow  whither  I  will  lead  you,  presently  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  vistas  shall  open  upon  your  view,  and  you  shall  pass  through 
walks  shaded  with  woodbine,  and  enriched  with  all  manner  ol 
pleasant  fruits  ;  but  by  no  means  must  you  yield  to  the  power 
of  any  selfish  consideration,  or  be  swayed  at  any  time  by  inter¬ 
ested  motives.”  To  this  long  address  I  attempted  to  make  a 
reply :  I  stated  the  impossibility  of  constantly  opposing  na¬ 
ture’s  instinct,  and  observed,  that  though  it  was  not  proper  to 
make  my  interest  the  principal  object  of  pursuit,  yet  I  knew  ot 
no  law  that  required  me  to  lose  sight  of  it  altogether.  When 
1  aim  at  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  said  I,  my  own  interest  is 
promoted,  for  they  both  are  inseparably  connected.  Thf^ 
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countenance  of  my  visitant  now  became  wrathful ;  and  turning 
suddenly  round,  he  was  simultaneously  transformed  into  a 
venomous  nptile^  something  like  a  scorpion,  and  creeping  to¬ 
wards  me,  as  if  to  make  me  feel  the  power  of  his  sting,  1  gave 
a  start  that  effectually  awoke  me  out  of  sleep,  and,  behold  !  to 
my  great  joy,  it  was  nothing  but  a  dream.  Well,  said  I  to 
myself,  when  I  find  it  difficult  again  to  fall  asleep,  I  will  try 
Dr.  Franklin’s  mode  of  preventing  unpleasant  dreams,  and  get 
out  of  bed,  beat  up  and  turn  my  pillow,  shake  the  bed  clothes 
well,  with  at  least  twenty  shakes,  then  throw  the  bed  open,  and 
leave  it  to  cool  for  a  while,  before  I  will  encounter  another 
visit  from  Disintekested  Love. 

The  dream  is  of  easy  interpretation ;  and  the  impression  it 
made  on  my  mind  was  so  strong  as  to  induce  me,  the  next 
day,  to  sit  down  and  inquire  very  carefully  into  the  foundation, 
the  nature,  and  the  effects  of  this  celebrated  virtue.  This  in¬ 
quiry  seemed  the  more  necessary,  as  my  fancied  Genius  had 
informed  me,  that  without  such  love  there  could  be  no  salva¬ 
tion. 

I  will  now  give  you.  Reader,  the  result  of  this  investigation. 
I  consulted,  in  the  first  place,  the  volume  of  inspiration :  but 
here  I  found  the  strongest  appeals  made  to  my  hopes  and 
fears — the  strongest  representations  of  the  joys  of  heaven,  and 
the  horrors  of  hell,  set  before  me  to  bring  me  to  a  sense  of 
duty — to  urge  me  to  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  The  promises 
and  threatenings,  the  blessings  and  curses,  the  exhibitions  of 
divine  love, — the  invitations,  exhortations,  and  commands,  con¬ 
tained  in  this  holy  Book,  seem  to  be  designed  to  lead  me  to 
seek  my  true  interest — my  eternal  happiness.  There  is  nothing 
in  it  like  a  plain  or  direct  precept  enjoining  the  cultivation  of 
^Isinieresied  love,  and  those  passages  which  are  supposed  to 
countenance  the  notion,  after  examining  them  with  much  at¬ 
tention,  appeared  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  point.  The 
apostle  Paul  speaks  of  a  ‘‘  charity  that  seeketh  not  her  own 
but  are  we  therefore  to  conclude,  that  true  Christian  love  is 
not  at  all  connected  with  a  regard  to  our  own  welfare ;  or  that 
it  has,  for  its  object,  exclu^^ively,  the  things  of  others.^  If 
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private  interest  be  always  a  bad  object,  then  it  is  sinful  to  pur^- 
sue  it,  and  disinterested  love  is  true  Christian  love ;  but  if  our 
interest,  rightly  apprehended,  be  a  good  object,  then  it  is  our 
duty  to  pursue  it  in  due  subordination  to  higher  objects,  and 
disinterested  love  is  not  true  Christian  love.  The  love  of 
God  is  manifested  when  we  render  obedience  to  all  his  pre¬ 
cepts  ;  and,  of  course,  when  we  endeavour,  in  the  use  of  all 
lawful  means,  to  make  suitable  provision  for  our  own :  be¬ 
cause  to  do  this  is  a  commanded  duty.  The  meaning  of  the 
Apostle  is  evidently  this,  that  the  man  who  exercises  Christian 
love,  does  not  seek  his  own,  at  the  expense  of  another’s  com¬ 
fort  and  prosperity ;  or,  that  he  has  an  eye  to  the  good  and  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  brother,  as  well  as  to  his  own  interest ;  or,  as  Dr. 
Doddridge  expresses  it,  “  he  makes  all  reasonable  concessions 
in  any  point  of  self-interest,  where  any  superior  interest  of 
others  is  concerned.” 

In  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  chap.  ix.  ver.  1,  2,  3.  we 
have  another  passage  which  is  often  quoted  in  support  of  the 
doctrine  of  disinterested  benevolence. — “  I  say  the  truth  in 
Christ,  I  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing  me  witness  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  1  have  great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow 
in  my  heart :  For  1  could  wish  that  myself  were  accursed  from 
Christ  for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh.” 
Now  to  find  any  countenance  given  to  the  doctrine  in  this 
passage,  it  is  necessary  to  suppose,  that  at  the  very  lime  the 
Apostle  penned  it,  he  could  wish  himself  accursed  from  Christ 
— that  he  was  then  willing  to  perish,  if  it  would  be  the  means 
of  securing  the  repentance  and  salvation  of  his  brethren.  If 
this  be  not  understood,  there  is  benevolence,  indeed,  but  not 
disinterested  benevolence,  displayed  in  it;  and  this  we  aflirin 
ought  not  to  be  understood,  because  no  such  thing  is  expressed. 
The  original  is  tturo^  lya  ccfiBetLX  elvxi  azri  X^/r- 

Tbf ;  and  every  person  who  has  any  acquaintance  with  the 
Greek  language  knows  that  the  first  word,  is  in  the 

imperfect  tense,  middle  voice ;  which  translated  literally,  is 
I  DID  WISH.  This  was  the  fact.  Such  was  his  attachment  to 
his  brethren  the  Jews,  before  he  was  called  to  be  an  apostle. 
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lilat  lie  was  willing  to  run  all  hazards  for  the  sake  of  preserving 
the  credit  of  their  religion,  and  he  did  wish  himself  accursed 
from  Christ,  whom  he  accounted  an  impostor.  He  did  join  in 
the  awful  imprecation,  “  His  blood  be  upon  us  and  our  child¬ 
ren.”  Knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  he  now  felt  deeply 
for  those  of  his  kinsmen  who  were  so  infatuated  as  still  to 
cherish  the  same  wish,  and  to  persist  in  an  obstinate  rejection 
of  the  Messiah.  He  had  great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow 
in  his  heart  for  them,  that  they  should  remain  under  the  guilt 
of  this  imprecation ;  and  by  the  above  declaration  he  merely 
intended  to  convince  them  that  his  former  love  to  them  con¬ 
tinued,  though  he  would  manifest  it  in  a  different  way,  viz.  in 
seeking  their  conversion  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Other  ex¬ 
planations  might  be  given,  but  -I  deem  them  unnecessar)-. 
This  I  believe  to  be  the  true  one.  That  Paul,  at  the  very 
time  when  his  heart  was  filled  with  the  love  of  Christ,  and  he 
desired  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  actually  wished  himself 
accursed  from  Christ,  or  could  wish  it,  is,  to  say  the  least,  a 
strange  notion.  I  cannot  conceive  it  possible,  and  believe  no 
man  of  plain  sense  can  conceive  it  possible,  for  one  to  cherish 
such  disinterested  love  towards  God,  as  to  be  willing  to  be  his 

ETERNAL  ENEMY. 

Job  declares  though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him;” 
and  this  declaration  has  been  wrested  into  the  service  of  disin¬ 
terested  love.  But  was  Job  willing  to  perish  for  ever  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  glory  of  God.^  For  what  then,  let  me  ask,  did  he 

resolve  to  trust  in  God.^  His  obvious  meaning  is,  that  he 

✓ 

trusted  he  would  not  finally  perish,  whatever  might  be  the  issue 
of  present  afflictions ;  that  though  he  might  be  slain  by  them, 
or  die,  yet  he  w’ould  hope  for  salvation.  Some  little  time  after 
he  said  much  the  same  thing  in  other  w’ords — “  For  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter 
day  upon  the  earth :  and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy 
this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God.”  Scripture  is  the 
best  interpreter  of  Scripture;  and  if  we  consult  the  law  and  the 
testimony  in  a  proper  manner,  comparing  one  part  with  ano¬ 
ther,  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  to  discover  any  evangelical  grocfnd 
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to  be  taken  for  the  support  of  this  extravagant  doctrine. 
The  investigation,  thus  far,  resulted  in  the  firm  conviction 
that  the  assertion  of  my  disinterested  friend — that  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  virtue  is  essential  to  salvation,  was  utterly  void  of 
truth. 

Laying  aside  ray  Bible  now,  I  took  up  next  the  Mythology 
of  the  heathen,  to  see  whether  they  represented  any  of  their 
gods  or  goddesses  under  the  bewitching  charms  of  disinter¬ 
ested  benevolence.  Saturn,  the  most  ancient  of  all  the  gods, 
and  Cybele,  the  mother  of  the  gods,  Jupiter  and  Juno,  Sol, 
Mercury,  Mars  and  Bacchus,  Minerva  and  Venus;  their  ter¬ 
restrial  deities,  marine  deities,  infernal  deities,  and  Dil  Mino- 
res,  as  they  were  styled,  passed  severally  under  review,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  three  celebrated  sisters  called  graces,  or  cAori^ies; 
but  not  one  of  them,  that  I  could  perceive,  was  distinguished 
for  this  rare  and  interesting  virtue.  The  latter  are  represented 
with  pleasing  countenances,  and  without  garments,  to  denote 
that  our  actions  should  be  free  and  candid,  without  dissimula¬ 
tion  or  deceit ;  and  a  chain  binds  their  arms  together,  to  sig¬ 
nify,  that  the  link  of  love  and  harmony  should  be  united  and 
unbroken :  but  there  is  no  character  for  disinterested  bene¬ 
volence. 

Although  the  ancients,  as  Mr.  Dutens,  in  his  Inquiry,  proves 
clearly,  preceded  the  moderns,  in  the  knowledge  of  many  of 
the  most  important  truths ;  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  latter  are 
exclusively  entitled  to  the  honour  of  discovering  the  greatest 
excellence  of  which  the  human  heart  is  susceptible — the  very 
essence  of  all  that  is  noble,  and  praiseworthy,  and  good. 

Plato  indeed  speaks  with  great  precision  of  the  irregularity 
of  the  affections,  and  assigns,  for  the  cause  of  it,  that  self-love, 
which,  as  he  says,  tyrannizes  over  the  human  race.  By  self- 
love,  however,  that  sublime  genius  did  not  mean  what  is  un¬ 
derstood  by  the  phrase  at  the  present  day.  He  had  in  view 
that  selfishness  which  excludes  a  due  regard  to  the  interest  of 
others,  or  the  general  welfare.  That  he  neither  exercised, 
nor  even  had  an  idea  of,  disinterested  benevolence,  is  plain, 
from  the  fact  of  his  believing  that  depravity  pervaded  the 
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whole  of  human  nature ;  the  understandings  the  wUl,  and  the 
affections.  The  eye  of  the  mind,  he  says,  is  immersed  in  a 
deep  gulf  of  barbarity  and  ignorance ;  and  the  knowledge 
we  have  of  things  he  calls  a  dark  light : — great  and  important 
truths  which  cannot  subsist  in  the  heart  that  burns  with  disin¬ 
terested  benevolence. 

My  curiosity  was  no\v  excited  to  ascertain  the  precise  era  of 
(his  discovery ;  and  recollecting  that  the  Age  of  Deism  was 
the  Age  of  Reason,  it  occurred  to  me  that  I  might  probably 
be  gratified  by  referring  to  the  writings  of  some  of  the  most 
celebrated  Deists.  As  none  of  these  were  immediately  at 
hand,  I  turned  to  Leland’s  view  of  them,  and  found  in  this 
admirable  work,  in  some  quotations  made  from  them,  what  I 
had  long  sought  in  vain  to  find  elsewhere.  In  the  first  letter 
of  his  Supplement,  Dr.  Leland  quotes  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
exactly  to  the  point.  The  Earl  charges  those  who  insist  upon 
the  rew^ards  promised  in  the  Gospel  as  powerful  motives  to 
virtue,  with  “  reducing  religion  to  such  a  philosophy  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  the  principle  of  love,”  and  as  ‘‘  building  a  future 
state  on  the  ruins  of  virtue,  and  thereby  betraying  religion 
and  the  cause  of  God.”  “  He  represents  them,”  says  the 
Doctor,  “  as  if  they  were  against  a  liberal  services  flowing  from 
an  esteem  and  love  of  Gods  or  a  sense  of  duty  and  gratitudes  and 
a  love  of  the  dutiful  and  grateful  parts  as  good  and  amiable  in 
itself^^  He  expressly  declares,  that  “  the  hope  of  future  re¬ 
ward  and  fear  of  future  punishment,  cannot  consist  in  reality 
with  virtue  or  goodness,  if  it  either  stands  as  essential  to  any 
moral  performance,  or  as  a  considerable  motive  to  any  act,  of 
which  some  better  affection  ought  alone  to  be  a  sufficient  cause.” 
Here,  says  the  Doctor,  he  seems  not  willing  to  allow  that 
the  regard  to  future  retributions  ought  to  be  so  much  as  a 
considerable  motive  to  well-doing,  and  assertelh,  that  to  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  it  as  such  a  motive  cannot  consist  in  reality  with 
virtue  or  goodness.  This  is  in  effect  to  say,  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  influenced  by  a  regard  to  future  rewards  and  punish¬ 
ments  at  all.  For  if  they  be  believed  and  regarded  at  all,  they 
must  be  a  considerable  motive :  since,  as  he  himself  observeth, 
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where  infinite  rewards  are  firmly  believed,  they  must  needs 
have  a  mighty  influence,  and  will  over-balance  other  motives. 
If  therefore  it  be  inconsistent  with  true  virtue  or  goodness  to 
be  influenced  by  them  as  a  considerable  motive,  it  is  wrong  to 
propose  them  to  mankind.  For  why  should  they  be  proposed, 
or  to  what  purpose  believed,  if  it  be  inconsistent  with  true 
goodness  to  be  influenced  by  them  in  proportion  to  their  worth 
and  importance  ? 

His  Lordship  moreover  observes,  that  ‘‘  by  making  rewards 
and  punishments  the  principal  motives  to  duty,  the  Christian 
religion  in  particular  is  overthrown,  and  the  greatest  princi¬ 
ple,  that  of  love,  rejected.”  When  he  here  brings,  says  the 
Doctor  again,  so  heavy  a  charge  against  those  who  make 
the  rewards  of  the  Gospel  their  principal  motives,  his  meaning 
seems  to  be  this :  that  they  make  the  hope  of  future  eternal 
happiness  a  more  powerful  motive  than  the  present  satisfaction 
and  advantages  virtue  hath  a  tendency  to  produce,  which  are 
the  motives  he  so  largely  insists  upon,  and  which  he  calls  the 
common  and  natural  motives  to  goodness.  And  is  the  being 
more  animated  by  the  consideration  of  that  eternal  happiness 
which  is  the  promised  reward  of  virtue,  than  by  any  of  the 
advantages  it  yields  in  this  present  state  (though  these  also  are 
allowed  to  have  their  proper  weight  and  influence)  so  great  a 
fault,  as  to  deserve  to  be  represented  as  a  subverting  of  all  re¬ 
ligion,  and  particularly  the  Christian.^ 

If  the  eternal  life  promised  in  the  Gospel  be  rightly  under¬ 
stood,  the  hope  of  it  includeth  a  due  regard  to  the  glory 

OF  God,  to  our  own  highest  happiness,  and  to  the  excel- 

\ 

LENCY  or  VIRTUE  AND  TRUE  HOLINESS  ;  all  which  are  here 
united,  and  are  the  worthiest  motives  that  can  be  proposed  to 
the  human  mind.  There  is  a  perfect  harmony  between  this 
hope  and  what  his  Lordship  so  much  extols, — the  principle  of 
divine  love,  such  as  separates  from  every  thing  worldly^  sensual, 
and  meanly  interested.  Nor  can  it  be  justly  said  concerning  this 
hope  of  the  Gospel  reward,  what  he  sailh  of  a  violent  affection 
towards  private  good,  that  the  more  there  is  of  it,  the  less  room 
there  is  for  an  affection  towards  goodness  itself  or  any  good  and 
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deserving  object^  worthy  of  love  and  admiration  for  its  own  sake^ 
such  as  God  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be.  The  very  reward 

itself  INCLUDETH  THE  PERFECTION  OF  LOVE  AND  GOODNESS; 

and  the  happiness  promised  principally  consisteth  in  a  con¬ 
formity  to  God,  and  in  the  fruition  of  him ;  and  therefore  the 
being  powerfully  animated  with  the  hope  of  it  is  perfectly  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  highest  love  and  admiration  of  the  Deity 
on  the  account  of  his  own  infinite  excellency. 

Reader,  you  may  now  easily  guess  the  true  source  whence 
this  famous  virtue  of  disinterested  benevolence  has  proceeded. 
It  is  a  peculiar  feature  of  the  Deistical  scheme.  The  Age  of 
Reason  brought  it  to  light,  and  all  reason’s  sublime  discoveries, 
it  cannot  be  denied,  claim  our  respect  and  veneration.  It  was 
one  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury’s  virtues, — a  great  and  distin¬ 
guished  Earl  of  Britain  who  wrote  confessedly  pro  bono  publico^ 
and  thus  exhibited  the  powerful  influence  of  his  principle ! 

Some  honest  people,  however,  may  be  disposed  to  question 
its  correctness  for  this  very  reason,  that  it  was  started  and  ad¬ 
vocated  in  the  first  instance  by  the  enemies  of  Revelation : 
and  caution  ought  certainly  to  be  observed  in  receiving  any 
new  doctrine,  however  plausible  and  inviting.  But  we  ought 
not  rashly  to  condemn  it  merely  because  it  turns  out  to  be  of 
sceptical  or  infidel  origin.  The  child  of  a  vicious  parent  may 
be  a  very  estimable  member  of  society,  and  possess  many  ex¬ 
cellent  properties. 

The  fact  is,  there  is  something  so  grand  in  the  idea  of  dis¬ 
interested  benevolence,  and  its  effects  as  manifested  in  the 
conduct  of  those  who  profess  to  live  under  its  benign  influence, 
are  so  truly  liberal,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  extort  admiration,  and 
excite  a  desire  to  possess  it !  One  extraordinary  effect  pro¬ 
duced  by  it  is — a  willingness  to  be  damned.  For  my  own 
part,  I  freely  confess  that  I  do  not  give  much  credit  to  the  pro¬ 
fessions  of  those  who  say  they  would  be  willing  to  be  damned 
for  the  glory  of  God,  while  they  appear  to  hope,  and  pray,  and 
strive  for  heaven.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  in  the  event  of 
their  hearing  the  sentence  of  condemnation  passed  upon  them, 
they  would  do,  as  w’e  are  told  many  others  shall  do, — call  to 
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the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them,  and  screen  them  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamb. 

In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  however,  we  have  a 
true  exemplification  of  this  effect.  He  was  willing  to  be 
damned,  because  his  great  disinterested  benevolence  would  not 
let  him  believe  in  a  future  punishment. 

Again,  It  renders  a  person  wise  as  a  serpent,  and  at  the 
same  time,  in  his  own  estimation,  harmless  as  a  dove.  If  he 
make  mental  reservations  when  subscribing  any  contract,  for¬ 
mula,  or  covenant;  if  he  understand  words  or  sentences  in 
a  sense  different  from  that  which  they  obviously  convey,  or 
will  bear,  from  the  connexion  ;  if  he  practise  art  or  dissimu¬ 
lation  in  his  intercourse  with  others;  still,  as  the  end  he  has  in 
view  is  a  good  one,  viz.  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  it  sancti¬ 
fies  the  means,  and  is  justified  in  his  own  eyes.  It  was  under 
the  influence  of  this  principle  that  Godwin  said  that  “  every 
engagement  into  which  he  had  entered,  an  adherence  to  which 
he  should  afterward  find  to  be  a  material  obstacle  to  his 
utility,  ought  to  be  violated.” 

Finally,  It  disposes  a  person  to  be  patient  under  injuries, — 
zealous  in  the  work  of  I'eraoving  old  prejudices,  (though,  as 
Swift  says,  under  the  notion  of  weeding  out  prejudices,  he  may 
eradicate  religion,  virtue,  and  common  honesty ;)  and  cour¬ 
teous  in  his  behaviour  to  all.  Several  very  striking  examples 
of  these  effects  can  readily  be  produced. 

Can  we  wonder  then.  Reader,  that  this  virtue  is,  of  late,  so 
highly  extolled,  and  so  eloquently  inculcated  by  many  Chris¬ 
tian  teachers  ?  It  is,  unquestionably,  a  fine  subject  for  a  luxu¬ 
riant  fancy.  It  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  display  of  eveiy 
species  of  eloquence  ;  and  as  with  theni  it  has  the  precedence 
as  a  Christian  virtue,  it  is  very  properly  the  favourite  theme  of 
public  discourse,  and  represented  as  the  touch-stone  or  test  of 
all  true  religion.  But  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  never  hear 
it  declaimed  upon,  but  I  think  of  the  preacher  Avho  was  dis¬ 
coursing  on  the  subject  of  the  Divine  anger :  this  he  defined  to 
be  the  dark  side  of  the  Creator  set  against  the  dark  side  of  the 
creature  to  increase  ht^  darkness.  The  illustration  proved  to  be 
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as  clear  as  the  definition  ; — and,  full  of  delight,  an  admirer  of 
the  orator  asked  his  friend,  what  he  thought  of  the  discourse? — 
the  reply  was  laconic  and  decisive  :  1  think  it  woe  the  dark  side 
of  the  preacher  set  against  the  dark  side  of  the  hearer^  to  increase 
his  darkness. 
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Jlddress  delivered  before  the  Auxiliary  JVew-York  Bible  and 
Common  Prayer  Book  Society,  in  St.  PauVs  Chapel,  in  the 
City  of  JVew~York,  on  Tuesday,  the  2Sth  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1817,  by  Thomas  Y.  How,  D.  D.  Assistant  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church,  JVew-York. 

{Concluded  from  p.  177.) 

We  proceed  to  examine  another  position  of  the  Rev.  Ora¬ 
tor,  viz. 

2.  The  impossibility  which  he  asserts,  that  departure  from 
the  true  faith  can  enter  the  Episcopal  Church,  while  she  re¬ 
tains  her  apostolic  constitution  and  her  evangelical  liturgy, 
p.  25.  Though,  in  this  assertion,  he  immediately  refers  “  to 
the  denial  of  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  salvation  through  the 
propitiatory  merits  of  his  atonement,”  yet,  evidently,  from 
the  design  of  the  address,  its  whole  strain,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  speaks  of  other  doctrines,  particularly  in  the  series 
of  connected  remarks,  from  p.  20 — 23,  intended  to  prove, 
that  the  Word  and  Church  of  God  ought  to  be  united,  for 
the  purpose  of  diffusing  the  light  of  religious  truth,”  he  meant 
to  leave  the  impression  upon  those  who  heard  it  delivered,  or 
may  read  it,  that  any  fundamental  error  could  not  enter  into 
that  denomincition,  which  he  considers  as  constituting  the 
Church  of  Christ. 
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Wc  do  not  mean  to  take  our  opinion  of  the  true 
for  our  guide,  but  the  Author’s,  as  expressed  in  this  Address. 
Calvinistic  principles,  of  course,  are  excluded  from  it,  by  him. 
He,  moreover,  condemns  the  doctrine  of  meritorious  good 
works,  (p.30,3l.  note) — of  the  Novatians,Donatists,  and  Arians, 
p.  23 — the  Congregational  societies  of  Boston,  p.  25 — the 
Socinians,  p.  35.  He  has  thus  furnished  us  with  materials,  by 
which  we  will  now  try  the  correctness  of  his  position.  That 
our  readers  may  understand  the  nature  of  these  materials 
distinctly,  we  shall,  in  a  few  words,  explain  the  doctrines  con¬ 
demned.  Of  meritorious  good  works,  we  need  say  nothing, 
here.  Of  the  Novatians,  Mosheim  says  “  there  was  no  dif¬ 
ference,  in  point  of  doctrine,  between  them  and  other  Chris¬ 
tians.  What  peculiarly  distinguished  them,  was  their  refusing 
to  re-admit  to  the  communion  of  the  Church,  those  who,  after 
baptism,  had  fallen  into  the  ' commission  of  heinous  crimes, 
especially  those  who  had  apostatized  from  the  faith,  though 
they  did  not  pretend  that  such  were  excluded  from  all  possi¬ 
bility  or  hopes  of  salvation.  They  also  required  such  as  came 
over  to  them,  from  the  general  body’  of  Christians,  to  be  re¬ 
baptized.” 

The  Donatists,  according  to  the  same  author,  maintained 
“  that  the  sanctity  of  their  Bishops  gave  their  community 
alone  a  full  right  to  be  considered  as  the  true,  pure,  and 
holy  Church.”  They  avoided  all  communication  with  other 
Churches — pronounced  the  sacred  rites  and  institutions  void 
of  all  virtue  and  efficacy  among  those  Christians  who  were 
not  precisely  of  their  sentiments;  and  not  only  re-baptized 
those  of  them  who  joined  their  ranks,  but  obliged  those  who 
had  been  ordained  ministers  of  the  gospel  to  be  ordained  a 
second  time,  if  they  did  not  deprive  them  of  their  office. 

The  Arians  maintain,  that  the  Son  of  God  was  totally  and 
essentially  distinct  from  the  Father :  that  he  was  the  first  and 
noblest  of  those  beings  whom  God  had  created — the  instru¬ 
ment  by  whose  subordinate  operation  he  formed  the  universe; 
and  therefore  inferior  to  the  Father,  both  in  nature  and  dig- 
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nity :  also,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  God,  but  created  by 
the  power  of  the  Son. 

The  Socinians  maintain  the  simple  humanity  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  reject  his  atonement  for  sin,  together  Avith  the 
other  doctrines  connected  with  these. 

The  Congregational  societies  in  Boston,  to  which  the  Au¬ 
thor  refers,  are  those  who  have  rejected  the  doctrines  of  the. 
Trinity  and  the  atonement  by  Christ.  They  are  better  known 
I  by  doctrines  which  they  reject,  than  by  those  which  they  avow. 

I  Such  of  our  readers  as  are  disposed  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
this  remark,  will  find  authorities  in  the  late  Boston  Anthology 
i  and  Cambridge  Repository,  in  the  Christian  Disciple,  and  in 
Mr.  Channing’s  pamphlets,  occasioned  by  the  “  History  of 
American  Unitarianisra.” 

The  motto,  inscribed  upon  the  theological  escutcheons  of 
the  ministers  of  these  societies  and  their  adherents,  is  to  be 
found  in  2  Tim.  iii.  7.  “  Ever  learning,  and  never  able  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.’’  They  seek  that  “  one 
thing  needful,”  of  which  the  Redeemer  spake  to  Martha, 
conscious,  from  their  misgiving  fears,  that  they  have  not,  as 
yet,  obtained  it,  but  consoling  themselves  with  the  hope,  that 
they  shall  have  peace,  though  they  walk  like  blind  men. 
But,  whilst  wc  thus  characterize  these  men,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  reminding  Dr.  How,  that  a/l  the  Congregational  societies  of 
Boston  do  not  deny  “  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  salvation 
through  the  propitiatory  merit  of  his  atonement.”  Two,  at 
least,  of  them,  are  orthodox  in  those  doctrines  to  which  he 
refers ;  and  we  do  know,  that  very  many,  in  most  of  the  rest, 
do  adhere  to  the  faith  of  their  forefathei's,  in  these  particulars. 

As  to  the  fear,  which  he  expresses,  that  the  Congregational 
societies  of  New-England  and  other  religious  bodies  may  imi¬ 
tate  the  Bostonians,  he  may  rest  assured  it  is  groundless. 
Throughout  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  a  So- 
cinian  minister  cannot  be  found.  So  soon  as  any  one  avows 
his  departure  from  the  true  faith,  he  is  compelled  to  relin¬ 
quish  his  place.  The  attempts  made  to  procure  a  footing  for 
Socinianism  in  Vermont,  have  failed.  And,  even  in  Massa- 
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cbusetts,  its  supporters  are  not  increasing.  We  trust,  this 
statement  of  facts  will  operate  as  a  quietus  to  the  Doctor’s 
fears. 

Such  then  are  the  errors,  some  of  them  denominated  im¬ 
pious,  viz.  Ariaiiism  and  Socinianism,  (p.  24.)  which  our  Author 
says  never  can  enter”  the  Episcopal  Church,  “  whilst  she 
retains  her  apostolical  constitution  and  evangelical  liturgy.”  . 

Now  let  us  see,  how  far  facts^  indubitable  facts,  prove  the 
Assistant  Rector’s  position.  Either  the  posilion  is  true,  or 
that  Church  has  abandoned  her  “  Apostolical  constitution  and 
evangelical  liturgy,”  he,  himself,  being  judge. 

The  radical  principle  of  the  Novatians,  “  that  those  who 
had  committed  gross  sins,  or  apostatized  after  baptism,  could 
not  be  admitted  into  the  communion  of  the  Church,”  and  of 
the  Donatists,  “  that  the  sanctity  of  their  bishops  gave  them 
the  exclusive  right  to  be  *  considered  as  the  Church  of 
Christ,”  it  is  true,  are  rejected  by  all  the  members  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends.  But  it  is 
worthy  of  notice,  that  their  conclusions  from  these  principles, 
made  the  re-baptization  of  those  laymen,  who  joined  them 
from  the  general  body  of  Christians,  a  necessary  measure  for 
their  admission  in  both  these  denominations,  and  that,  in  one 
of  them,  they  required  the  re-ordination  of  those  ministers, 
whom  they  received.  Both  of  them,  in  their  practice,  recog¬ 
nized  the  authority  of  diocesan  episcopacy  as  apostolical, 
are  not  charged  with  changing  the  liturgy  then  in  general  use, 
which,  of  course,  must  have  been  evangelical,  and  held  the 
same  leading  doctrines  with  the  Church  at  large.  And  yet 
both,  according  to  Dr.  How,  were  chargeable  with  “  funda¬ 
mental  errors.”  p.  23.  We  will  not  avail  ourselves  of  the 
argument,  which  this  fact  affords  us,  that  a  “  departure  from 
the  true  faith  can  enter  the  Church  which  has  an  apostolical 
constitution  and  an  evangelical  liturgy.”  We  wish  our  readers 
merely  to  recollect,  that,  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  re-ordina¬ 
tion  of  ministers  is  required,  and  that,  to  escape  the  necessity 
of  re-baptization,  they  admit  the  validity  of  lay  baptism. 
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The  doctrine  of  “  meritorious  good  works,”  our  Author 
justly,  as  we  think,  condemns,  quoting,  with  entire  approba¬ 
tion,  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Confession  of  his  Church,  and 
the  Homily  on  Justification.  We  were  pleased  and  gratified, 
in  no  ordinary  degree,  to  find  him  so  explicit  in  stating,  that 

the  ground  of  the  justification  and  salvation  of  fallen  man  is 
simply  and  exclusively  the  merits  of  Christ.” 

We  perfectly  agree  with  him,  in  the  following  observations, 
“  When  it  is  considered,  how  far  we  fall  short  of  the  pure  and 
perfect  law  of  God,  the  idea  of  attaching  merit  to  any  thing 
connected  with  us,  whether  it  respects  faith  or  works,  is  so 
utterly  preposterous,  that  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  how  it 
should  ever,  even  in  the  darkest  ages,  have  entered  the  human 
mind.”  We  join  issue  in  the  astonishment,  expressed  by  our 
Author,  on  this  subject :  but  must  inform  our  readers,  that 
this  very  “  preposterous”  doctrine  of  meritorious  good  works 
has  been  maintained,  and  is  maintained,  in  that  very  Church, 
which  possesses,  as  he  thinks,  “  an  apostolical  constitution  and 
evangelical  liturgy.”  Our  proofs  for  this  assertion,  we  take 
from  Overton’s  True  Churchman  ascertained.  Chap  vi. 

Dr.  Hey,  the  Norrissian  professor  of  Divinity  in  Cambridge 
University,  teaches,  that  the  Reformer  went  too  far  in  depre¬ 
ciating  good  works,  and  extolling  “  the  necessity  of  founding 
all  pretensions  to  reward  on  the  merits  of  Christ.”  He  talks  of 
making  our  article  (on  Justification)  more  acceptable,  by  soft¬ 
ening  some  expressions,  seemingly  tending  to  Antinomianism, 
and  by  strengtheniug  expressions,  tending  to  encourage  virtue, 
and  the  hopes  of  its  rewards. He,  moreover,  says,  “  the 
merits  of  Christ  supply  imperfection.” 

Mr.  Fellowes  says,  “those  persons,  who  expect  justification 
upon  easier  conditions  than  those  of  good  works,  will  find 
themselves  miserably  and  fatally  deluded.” 

Dr.  Burns,  Chancellor  of  the  Diocess  of  Cariisle,  roundly 
asserts,  that  “  the  laws  (of  the  gospel)  never  promise  any  thing 
but  to  obedience.  No  man  will  be  acquitted  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  but  only  for  working  and  obeying.  There  is  no 
pardon  to  be  purchased  without  obedience.  Our  obedience  K 
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the  onlj  thing  which  will  be  admitted  as  a  just  plea;  and 
a  qualification  able  to  save  us  in  the  last  day.”  “  Nor,”  adds 
Mr.  Overton,  “  is  it  obedience  taken  in  an  extensive  sense,  as 
consisting  especially  in  believing  in  him  whom  God  hath  sent, 
that  is  here  chiefly  meant ;  but  obedience  to  the  moral  law, 
obedience  as  distinct  from  faith.”  This  is  clear  from  what 
follows.  Having  observed,  how  fatally  ‘‘  men  evade  this  doc¬ 
trine,  because  the  gospel  promises  salvation  to  faith,  love, 
being  in  Christ,  &c.”  “  he  says,  “  save  us  no  other¬ 

wise  than  by  being  springs  and  principles  of  our  obedience— 
so  that,  first  or  last,  obedience  is — that  alone  condition  which 
our  Judge  will  accept,  and  which  we  may  safely  trust  to.” 

“  Were  we,”  says  Mr.  Benson,  “  to  utter  those  pressing 
calls,  which  elsewhere  you  may  hear — ‘  Come  to  Christ,  and 
throw  yourselves  on  his  mercy — come  to  him,  bringing  nothing 
but  your  sins — seek  him,  not  by  your  deeds,  but  seek  him  by 
faith’ — Were  we,  I  say,  to  call  you  in  such  terms,  we  should 
but  turn  conspirators  against  the  welfare  of  your  souls.  The 
call  you  desire  to  hear,  is  uttered  only  to  the  RIGHTEOUS. 
He  (Christ)  speaks  comfort  to  the  RIGHTEOUS.” 

To  Bishop  Fowler  it  appears  self-evident,  that  “  None  but 
HOLY  souls  ARE. CAPABLE  of  remission  of  sin.” 

Mr.  Daubeny,  now  Archdeacon  of  Sarum,  if  we  are  not  mis¬ 
taken,  says  the  clergy  “  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  moral  law  as  necessary  to  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  Christian  scheme ;  necessary  to  bring  fallen  man 
into  a  state  of  acceptance  with  God,  by  qualifying  him  for 
the  salvation  which  has  been  purchased.” 

These  extracts  prove,  that  the  “  abominable  system,”  as 
Dr.  How  justly  calls  it,  which  represents  man  as  able,  by  bis 
own  unassisted  powers,  to  prepare  himself  for  grace,  so  as  to 
deserve  it ;  and,  with  the  help  of  grace  thus  deserved,  to  attain 
to  that  higher  degree  of  merit  which  entitles  him  to  heaven,  is 
actually  propagated  and  defended  in  that  Church  which  boasts 
of  her  apostolical  ministry  and  her  evangelical  liturgy. 

This  departure  from  the  true  faith  is  not  the  only  one,  with 
which  the  members  of  this  Church  are  chargeable.  Bishop 


Newton  denied  the  eternity  of  future  punishments.  Dr. 
Clarke,  Rector  of  St.  James,  London,  was  an  Arian.  The 
celebrated  Dr.  Whitby,  the  Commentator  on  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  espoused  Dr.  Clarke’s  opinions.  Woolston,  a  fellow  of 
Sidney  College,  Cambridge,  was  tried  for  blasphemy.  Dr- 
Middleton,  the  author  of  the  life  of  Cicero,  was  charged  by 
Bishop  Pierson,,  with  infidelity.  Dr.  Clayton,  bishop  of 
Clogher,  in  Ireland,  maintained  Arian  principles.  Bishop 
Law,  of  Carlisle,  was  a  Materialist.  The  celebrated  Chilling- 
worth,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  a  friend,  who  “  desired  to  know 
what  judgment  might  be  made  of  Arianism  from  the  sense  of 
antiquity,”  replied,  “  In  a  word,  whosoever  shall  freely  and 
impartially  consider  of  this  thing,  and,  on  the  other  side,  how 
the  ancient  fathers’  weapons  against  the  Arians,  are,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  onely  places  of  Scripture,  (and  those  now,  for  the  most 
part,  discarded  as  impertinent  and  unconcluding,)  and  how,  in 
the  argument  drawne  from  the  authority  of  the  ancient  fathers, 
they  are  alwayes  defendants,  and  scarce  ever  opponents;  he 
shall  not  choose,  but  confesse,  or  at  least  be  very  inclinable  to 
believe,  that  the  doctrine  of  Arrius  is  evther  a  truth  or  no 
damnable  heresy.”  Fellow^s  is  a  Socinian. 

For  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  we  refer  to  the 
writings  of  the  persons  mentioned,  and  to  Kippis’  Biographia 
Brittanica,  and  Chalmers’,  wit!i  Lempriere’s  Biographical  Dic¬ 
tionaries.  We  forbear  enlarging,  satisfied  that  these  cases  are 
sufficient,  until  they  are  disproved,  to  show  that  the  apostolical 
ministry  and  evangelical  liturgy  of  the  Episcopal  Church  can¬ 
not  prevent  a  departure  from  the  true  faith  in  those  matters 
which  Dr.  How  has  particularized. 

These  cases  also  show’  the  degree  of  credit  which  is  due  to 
the  assumption  of  the  Christian  Observer,  which  we  noticed, 
p.  174.  The  articles  and  formularies  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  do,  unquestionably,  license  latitudinarianism,  to  the  ut¬ 
most  extent,  as  appeal's  from  the  fact  of  the  prodigious  variety 
of  opinions,  discordant  with  each  other,  on  subjects  of  funda¬ 
mental  importance,  which  actually  exists  in  that  Church,  and 
is  tolerated. 
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3.  We  proceed  to  examine  the  fact^  which  Dr.  How  main¬ 
tains,  “  that  many  of  those  societies  on  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  which  laid  aside  the  divinely-constituted  order  of  bishops, 
have  grievously  fallen  from  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of  the 
cross.”  The  Church  of  Holland,  the  Swiss  Churches,  the 
Reformed  Churches  of  protestant  Germany,  and  the  Church 
of  Geneva,  must  be  meant  by  him.  VVe  say  “  must  be  meant 
by  him,”  because  he  and  his  coadjutors  claim  the  Lutheran 
denomination,  as  well  as  the  Russian  and  Greek  Churches,  as 
Episcopal,  in  their  controversy  with  Presbyterians.  He  and  his 
friends  may  take  their  choice,  for  we  are  little  concerned  about 
the  issue.  As  the  High  Church  party  have  committed  them¬ 
selves,  we,  for  the  present,  meet  them  on  the  position  assumed 
by  Dr.  How,  in  this  address,  connected  with  the  claim  of  the 
party  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  on  their  side,  as  it  respects  the 
question  of  government. 

The  Church  of  Holland,  which  is  purely  Presbyterian,  we 
do  know,  from  correct  information,  has  never  departed  from 
the  true  faith,  in  point  of  doctrine^  as  that  true  faith  is  described 
by  Dr.  How,  Nor  have  the  Swiss  Churches  departed  from 
this  faith,  in  the  sense  of  our  Author.  In  Geneva  there  have 
been  defections,  and  sad  ones,  but  never  until  Bishop  Burnet, 
an  Episcopal  divine,  succeeded  in  producing  an  abolition  of 
the  subscription  to  Calvinistic  principles,  by  the  authority  of 
Geneva.  With  the  Church  of  Geneva,  as  it  now  is,  “that 
Church,  which  has  an  apostolical  ministry  and  an  evangeli¬ 
cal  liturgy,”  must  settle  the  controversy,  in  reference  to  de¬ 
parture  from  the  true  faith,  in  Dr.  How’s  sense. 

We  are  aware  of  the  fact,  that,  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
there  has  been  a  sad  and  grievous  departure  from  the  truth. 
But,  reader,  be  it  known  to  you,  that  it  is  to  be  found  among 
a  denomination,  whom  the  Episcopalians  claim,  as  on  their 
side,  in  the  article  of  government  Bahrdt,  Eberhard,  Dam, 
Teller,  Semler,  &c.  were  all  Lutherans.  These  men,  who 
supported  “  the  impious  system  of  Socinus,'’  never  had  been 
Calvinists.  So  much  for  Dr.  How’s  assertion,  relative  to  the 
continental  Churches,  who  have  “  laid  aside  the  divinely-con* 
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stituted  order  of  bishops.”  p.  24.  “  Passing  froin  one  extreme 

to  another,”  says  the  Doctor,  “  they  have  exchanged  the  ab- 
I  surdities  of  Calvinism  for  a  system  still  more  frightful” — “  the 
impious  system  of  Arius  and  Socinus.”  Besides  the  absolute 
and  utter  want  of  proof  for  this  assertion,  as  it  respects  the 
Calvinistic  Churches  on  the  continent,  there  is  an  unfairness, 
as  it  respects  the  Lutheran  Church.  As  a  Church,  they  never 
have  embraced  the  heresies  of  Arius  and  Socinus,  though 
many  of  their  ministers  and  professors  are  supporters  of  these 
heresies.  Nay,  more,  we  say,  that  not  a  single  society,”  if 
Dr.  How  means,  by  that  appellation,  a  denomination  of  Chris¬ 
tians,  “  not  a  single  society,”  Presbyterian  in  theii*  government, 
on  the  continent,  have  embraced  the  system  of  either  Arius 
or  Socinus.  We  challenge  the  Rev.  Author  to  prove  his  as¬ 
sertion.  - 

Not  less  unhappy,  because  equally  incorrect,  is  his  state¬ 
ment  of  the  condition  into  which  England  was  brought,  when, 
as  he  is  pleased  to  call  them,  “  the  barriers  of  a  primitive 
Episcopacy,”  were  thrown  down,  p.  24.  We  venture  to  say, 
and  we  appeal  to  the  impartial  histories  of  that  period,  that 
there  were  less  “  impiety  and  heresy”  in  the  nation  then,  than 
there  were  after  the  restoration  of  Charles,  and  since  that  time, 
until  the  rise  of  the  Methodists.  With  all  the  canting  hy^ 
pocrisy  of  the  day,  there  was  a  high  degree  of  external  moral¬ 
ity  and  attention  to  religion,  throughout  England.  The  scene 
was  sadly  reversed,  when  Charles  ascended  the  throne.  Did 
Episcopal  authority  interfere  to  prevent  the  debauchery  of  the 
nation  ?  Let  the  reader  cast  his  eye  over  Burnet’s  history  of 
his  own  times,  but  particularly  over  his  prefaces  to  the  first 
and  third  editions  of  his  Pastoral  Oflice,  and  he  will  see  what 
had  been  done  by  them  so  far  down  as  his  day. 

4.  We  proceed  to  examine  the  dubious  or  incorrect  use  of 
Scripture  which  Dr.  H.  has  made.  We  confine  our  remarks  to 
the  interpretation  which  he  gives  of  Antichrist,  and  of  the  pas¬ 
sage  in  Timothy,  where  the  Church  is  called  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth. 

Vor.  f...,No.  r».  If?  ■ 
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With  respect  to  the  first,  viz.  his  view  of  Antichrist,  we  const 
der  it  to  be  dubious.  It  would  not  have  been  noticed  by  us,  were 
it  not  for  the  positive  and  imposing  manner  in  which  the  author 
states  his  view.  Dr.  H.  well  knew  that  all  the  old  Protestant 
writers  on  prophecy,  consider  the  Romish  Church  as  Anti 
christ,  Faber,  however,  has  ably  and  conclusively  corrected 
some  of  the  mistakes  of  his  predecessors,  but  has  certainly  failed 
in  settling  decisively  the  question  concerning  Antichrist.  The 
word  is  found  in  only  four  places,  all  of  them  in  John’s  epistles. 
We  will  present  our  readers  with  them  in  their  connection. 
The  first  place  is  I  John  ii.  18.  “  Little  children,  it  is  the  last 
time ;  and  as  ye  have  heard  that  Antichrist  shall  come,  even 
now  are  there  mdny  Antichrists;  whereby  we  know  that  it  is 
the  last  time.  They  went  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of 
us.”  The  second  place  is  the  22d  verse  of  this  Chapter, 
“  He  is  Antichrist  that  denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Who¬ 
soever  denieth  the  Son,  the  same  hath  not  the  Father.”  The 
third  place  is  1  John  iv.  3.  ^  And  every  spirit  that  confessetb 
not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh,  is  not  of  God;  and 
this  is  that  spirit  of  Antichrist  whereof  ye  have  heard,  that  it 
should  come;  and  even  now  already  is  it  in  the  World.”  The 
last  place  is  2  John  7.  “For  many  deceivers  are  entered  into 
the  world,  who  confess  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the 
flesh.  This  is  a  deceiver  and  an  Antichrist.”  The  discrimina¬ 
ting  character  of  Antichrist  then,  according  to  the  beloved  dis 
ciple,  is,  that  he  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the 
flesh.  The  want  of  such  a  confession  is  exhibited  as  a  denial 
of  the  Son ;  and  whosoever  denieth  the  Son,  hath  not  the  Fa 
ther,  and  of  course  denies  both  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  foi 
Christ  and  his  Father  are  one.  Moreover  we  are  informed  that 
there  were  many  Antichrists  in  the  disciples’  days,  who  he  saj 
“  went  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us;”  which  descrip 
tion  proves  that  they  were  apostates.  Their  apostacy,  from  the 
discriminating  character  marked  by  the  disciple,  to  which  we 
have  just  referred,  related  to  this  one  grand  point,  that  they 
confessed  not  that  Jesus  Christ  was  come  In  the  flesh.  That 
is,  they  rejected  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  conse 
quently  all  the  doctrines  connected  with,  or  flowing  from  hU 
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incarnation,  such  as  atonement  for  sin  by  the  one  sacrifice  of 
himself  on  the  cross,  his  essential  divinity,  or  oneness  with  the 
Father,  to  make  his  atonement  complete  and  satisfactory,  and 
his  Almighty  power  to  apply  effectually,  bis  purchased  redemp¬ 
tion  to  the  salvation  of  sinful  men.  Such  rejection  is  strictly 
antichristian,  because  it  is  aimed  at  the  essential  part  of  the 
whole  Christian  system,  which  discriminates  it  from  all  other 
religions,  viz.  salvation  purchased  by  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Thus  the  ancient  Cerinthians,  Artemonites,  &c.  and  the 
;  modern  Socinians,  are  Antichristians :  and  by  way  of  eminence 
'  the  Church  of  Rome,  by  the  doctrine  of  her  unbloody  sacrifice 
!  of  the  mass,  with  the  doctrines  flowing  from,  or  connected  with 
'  this,  is  the  Antichrist,  since  by  these  doctrines  she  rejects  tn 
!  fact,  the  one  offering  of  Christ  for  sin;  and  thus  confesseth  not 
I  that  Christ  has  come  in  the  flesh.  We  state  our  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  subject,  from  Dr.  H.  not  to  charge  him  with  he- 
[  resy,  but  merely  to  observe  that  we  do  not  consider  Mr.  Faber 
[  has  succeeded  in  attempting  a  new  explanation  and  application 

[  of  the  term  Antichrist. 

i 

I  The  passage  from  1  Tim.  iii.  15,  from  the  use  which  our 
j  author  makes  of  it,  deserves  particular  animadversion.  He 
^  has  committed  “  the  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book 
Society”  of  this  City,  as  a  body,  with  himself  individually^ 

I  as  considering  that  “  the  Church  is  denominated  in  Scripture, 
the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth ;  whence  the  conclusion 
seems  fairly  to  follow,  that  the  Church  being  removed,  the 
truth  of  which  it  is  the  support  and  bulwark,  will  not  long  con¬ 
tinue  to  stand,”  p.  22.  We  shall  first  examine  the  premises  as¬ 
sumed,  and  then  the  conclusion.  The  premises  are  found  in  the  - 
above-mentioned  passage  from  Timothy.  It  is  allowed  by  all 
the  established  biblical  critics  and  commentators,  that  this  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  passages  in  the  New  Testament,  and  has 
furnished  accordingly  a  field  for  a  more  than  ordinai-y  diversi¬ 
ty  of  constructions  Dr.  H.  and  the  Bible  and  Common  Pray¬ 
er  Book  Society  of  this  City,  would  have  acted  wisely  had  they 
referred  to  Suiceri  thesaurus  Ecclesiasticus,  under  the  word, 
for  some  information  on  this  subject.  Had  they  deyne 
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SO,  they  would  have  avoided  the  awkward  predicament  in  which 
they  have  placed  themselves.  Cameron,  Schultetus,  Bengelius, 
Griesbach,  Heinrich,  Doddridge,  and  the  late  Dr.  J.  Erskine,  to 
mention  no  more  names,  consider  the  punctuation  of  the  recei¬ 
ved  text  to  be  incorrect.  They  make  the  15th  verse  to  end  with 
the  words,  ‘^the  Church  of  the  living  God,”  and  the  16th  verse 
to  commence  as  follows,  “  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth, 
and  without  controversy,  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness,  &c.’’ 

Those  who  consider  the  punctuation  correct,  differ  amon^ 
themselves.  Procopius,  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  and  Epiphanius, 
made  Christ  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth.  Others  suppose 
that  Timothy  is  meant,  and  in  support  of  this  opinion  Chilling- 
worth  has  given  his  name.  Of  those  who  refer  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth  to  the  Church,  we  omit  the  opinions  of 
Chrysostom  and  Theophylact,  who  gave  one  interpretation, 
Francis  Junius  another,  and  John  Gothofredus  a  third,  whilst 
we  proceed  to  exhibit  Dr.  How’s  and  his  associates,  w^hich  i? 
their  conclusion  from  the  premises  assumed.  As  the  former  are 
disputed  by  the  best  authority,  the  reader  will  not  be  surprised 
to  find  the  latter  not  entitled  to  much  credit.  In  fact  it  is  the 
Popish  doctrine,  avowed  by  the  council  of  Trent.  We  shall 
arrange  the  Dr.  and  the  council  in  separate  columns. 

Dr.  How.  Council  of  Trent, 

The  Church  is  denominated  “  The  Holy  Church  forbids  all 
in  Scripture,  the  pillar  and  ground  men  whatsoever  to  explain  the 
of  the  truth  ;  whence  the  conclu-  Scriptures,  in  things  relating  to 
sion  seems  fairly  to  follow,  that  faith,  and  the  doctrine  of  manners, 
the  Church  being  removed,  the  by  trusting  to  their  own  lights  ac- 
truth  of  which  it  is  the  support  cording  to  their  particular  sense, 
aad  bulwark,  will  not  long  conti  contrary  to  the  senses  which  our 
nne  to  stand.”  p.  22.  holy  mother,  the  Church  has  held 

and  does  hold,  to  whom  only  it  ap* 
pertaineth  to  judge  of  the  sense 
and  interpretation  of  Scripture.’’ 
Sess.  IV.  second  decree  :  Dupin’s 
Eccles.  Hist,  of  the  16th  Cent 
Book  3.  chap.  1 . 
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Here  we  have  on  the  one  side,  the  apostolick  protestant 
Episcopalian  Assistant  Rector,  gravely  and  peremptorily  saying 
that  the  Church  is  the  support  and  bulwark  of  “  the  truth,” 
without  which  it  (i.  e.  the  truth)  could  not  long  continue  to 
stand:  and  on  the  other  the  apostolick  Roman  Council,  saying 
that  to  the  Church  only,  it  appertaineth  to  judge  of  the  sense  and 
interpretation  of  Scripture.  The  former  unquestionably  means 
by  “  the  truth  of  the  Church,”  the  Scriptures;  and  therefore  as 
he  insists  that  the  Church  supports  and  defends  the  Scriptures, 
he  must  unite  with  the  latter  in  claiming  for  the  Church  the 
right  of  judging  of  the  sense  and  interpretation  of  Scripture. 
We  say  that  he  must  thus  unite ;  we  ought  rather  to  say  that  he 
has  thus  united  with  the  apostolick  council ;  for  his  rule  and 
that  of  the  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book  Society  of  this  city, 
is  “  give  not  the  Scriptures,  i.  e.  the  truth,”  without  giving  with 
it  the  Church,  i.  e.  the  liturgy  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  If  our 
author  does  not  identify  (in  p.  20, 21 , 22,  23)  with  Scripture,  the 
above-mentioned  liturgy,  he  reasons  most  strangely  and  absurd¬ 
ly.  But  we  cannot  mistake  his  meaning ;  inasmuch  as  he  has 
been  at  such  pains  to  be  plain.  He  informs  his  bearers  and 
readers,  “  the  Church  supports  and  defends  the  truth.”  If  they 
ask,  what  is  the  truth  ?  his  answer  is  the  word  of  God,  or  the 
Scriptures.  If,  which  denomination  is  the  Church  ?  Our’s,  i.  e. 
the  Episcopal,  of  course.  If  they  prosecute  the  inquiry  and  de¬ 
sire  to  know,  what  constitutes  your  Church  ?  The  Episcopal 
liturgy,  the  Episcopal  liturgy,  the  Episcopal  liturgy,  that  is,  the 
Church  of  the  living  God !  But  may  not  the  word  of  God  be 
given  without  the  Episcopal  liturgy  f  Oh  no.;  for  the  latter, 
which  is  the  Church,  is  the  candlestick,  and  the  former  is  the 
light.  “  The  candlestick  being  taken  away,  the  light  is  in  per¬ 
petual  danger  of  being  thrown  down  and  destroyed.”  How  can 
that  be  ?  Because  the  Churchy  i.  e.  the  Episcopal  liturgy,  the 
production  of  sinful,  frail  men,  is  the  support  and  bulwark  of 
the  word  of  the  infinite  and  holy  God !  Worthy  is  such  a  view  of 
the  Church,  and  the  Scriptures,  to  be  advanced  by  the  man  of 
sin;  but  utterly  unworthy,  when  advanced  by  a  protestant,  boast- 
of  the  apostolical  constitution  and  evangelical  liturgy  of  bis 
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Church.  We  refer  him  and  his  coadjutors,  the  Bible  and  Com¬ 
mon  Prayer  Book  Society  of  this  City,  to  Whitby  on  this  pas¬ 
sage,  who  refutes  the  popish  interpretation  which  they  have 
adopted.  Such  interpretation,  whether  given  by  protestants  or 
papists,  wherever  we  meet  with  it,  reminds  us  of  a  pleasant  story, 
which  amused  us  in  early  life.  A  Collier  being  asked,  what  he 
believed,  answered,  what  the  Church  believes.  Being  again 
asked,  what  that  was,  he  answered,  wdiat  I  believe.  And  again, 
when  the  inquiry  was,  “  what  do  you  and  the  Church  both  be¬ 
lieve.^”  he  replied,  ‘‘  the  Church  and  I  both  believe  the  same 
thing.”  Thus  it  is  that  men  roundly  claim  for  themselves  the 
faith  of  the  Church.  On  examination,  the  faith  of  the  Church 
is  just  what  each  of  them  believe.  Hence  Universalists,  Arians, 
Socinians,  Materialists,  as  w^ell  as  Arminians,  sign  the  articles 
of  the  Church  of  England. 

5.  We  proceed  lastly  to  consider  the  author’s  misrepresenta¬ 
tions  of  Calvinistic  doctrines.  On  this  subject  we  shall  not 
long  detain  the  reader.  The  radical  defect  in  the  treatment  of 
our  doctrines,  is  the  habit  of  our  opponents  to  exhibit  garbled 
extracts,  or  if  any  thing  like  a  system,  a  caricature,  so  as  to 
produce  effect. 

We  have  already  extended  this  article  to  such  a  length,  as  to 
compel  us  to  draw  to  a  conclusion.  We  shall  subject  to  the 
process  of  examinatiouonly  two  of  the  author’s  misrepresenta¬ 
tions.  The  one  is  with  respect  to  the  heathen  world.  The 
Larger  Catechism  to  which  Dr.  H.  refers,  does  not  de¬ 
termine  the  fact  whether  there  is  mercy  for  the  heathen  world; 
but  it  states  the  truth,  that  the  light  of  nature  cannot  save.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  limit  the  application  of  Christ’s  blood  to  tbe 
heathen  in  a  manner  of  which  we  have  no  conception.  In  the 
third  sect,  of  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  West.  Confess,  it  is  as¬ 
sumed  as  a  principle,  “  that  persons  incapable  of  being  out¬ 
wardly  called  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,  may  be  elect.”  But 
of  this  we  shall  say  a  little  more  under  the  next  head. 

The  other  misrepresentation  relates  to  persons  dying  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Because  elect  infants  are  named  in  tbe  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  there  are 
reprobate  infants.  The  w’’ord  as  used  evidently  alludes  to  such 
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oases  as  those  of  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  and  John  the  Baptist. 
We,  who  believe  in  the  doctrines  of  this  Confession,  do  not  con¬ 
ceive  ourselves  as  prevented,  in  good  faith,  from  believing,  so 
far  as  we  can  be  said  to  believe  without  positive  information, 
that  all  infants^  w^hether  Christian  or  heathen,  dying  in  infancy, 
belong  to  the  election  of  God.  But  as  this  is  not  revealed,  . it  is 
right  in  public  Confessions  of  Faith  to  go  no  farther  than  the 
written  word.  Therefore  in  the  West.  Confess.  “  elect  in¬ 
fants”  are  mentioned,  not  however  to  constrain  the  supporters 
of  that  Confession,  to  believe  that  there  are  any  infants  repro¬ 
bate.  The  great  truths  recognized  in  the  Calvinistic  system 
are  these.  “  There  is  but  one  way  of  salvation,  that  is,  through 
Christ;  they  who  hear  and  are  capable  of  improving  this  way, 
and  reject  it,  shall  perish ;  they  who,  though  born  in  a  Chris¬ 
tian  land,  are  incapable  from  infancy  or  idiocy,  of  improving 
this  way,  may  be  saved.”  Upon  the  same  principles,  without 
relinquishing  one  single  article  of  our  faith,  we  consider  that 
God  may  apply  to  all  infants  dying  in  infancy,  and  to  the  dying 
pagan,  the  blood  of  Christ.  We  state  it  hypothetically  ;  mere¬ 
ly  to  show  that  Dr.  H.  has  not  suflSciently  examined  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  the  Calvinistic  Churches. 

But  we  must  draw  to  a  conclusion,  assuring  our  readers  that 
when  the  proper  occasion  offers,  we  are  not  unwilling  to  enter 
the  lists  in  defence  of  Calvinism. 

Though  we  have  declined  taking  a  part  in  the  Episcopal  con¬ 
troversy,  yet  we  cannot  resist  the  temptation  which  the  present 
address  affords  us,  to  endeavour  to  teach  the  author  a  little  wis¬ 
dom,  prudence,  and  moderation  in  the  controversy.  In  p.  28  he 
says,  “  In  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  Eusebius,  composed  within 
200  years  of  the  Apostolick  age,  the  lists  iO  question  (viz.  of 
Bishops)  will  be  found  as  copied  from  the  records  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Churches  by  Eusebius  himself.”  Then  in  a  note  our  au¬ 
thor  gives  the  succession  of  the  Bishops  of  Jerusalem,  as  given 
by  Eusebius,  who  he  says,  transcribed  the  same  from  the 
Church  records.  As  Dr.  H.  has  not  referred  to  the  place  in 
Eusebius  where  he  found  the  above  account,  we  had  to  search 
for  it  as  well  as  we  could.  It  is  in  the  fifth  book  and  twelfth 
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chapter  of  his  history  we  meet  with  these  words,  r^v  ctvroit 
iitt  episcoporum  series,  quae  in  archivis  illius 

ecclesiae,  servantur,  ostendunt,  in  plain  English,  “  after  whom 
the  successions  of  the  (Bishops)  there  do  show.”  Upon  this  pas¬ 
sage,  Valesius,  the  editor  of  Eusebius,  after  mentioning  that  the 
Churches  founded  by  the  apostles,  did  keep  a  record  of  their 
bishops  with  great  care,  adds,  “  these  our  Eusebius  had  dili¬ 
gently  examined,  as  appears  from  this  place :  and  he  has  di¬ 
gested  the  Bishops  of  the  principal  sees  from  these  tables  on¬ 
ly.”  Thus  then  Dr.  How  has  palmed  upon  his  hearers  and 
readers  Valesius  for  Eusebius,  the  Editor  for  the  Historian. 
Besides  the  plain  import  of  the  words  quoted,  we  have  more 
decisive  authorities  from  Eusebius  himself,  concerning  these 
said  Bishops  of  Jerusalem,  so  imposingly  introduced  in  the 
note  to  p.  28.  In  the  fourth  book  and  fifth  chapter  of  his  his¬ 
tory,  Eusebius  says,  “  moreover,  the  space  of  timje  which  the 
Bishops  of  Jerusalem  spent  in  their  presidency  over  that  see, 
I  could  in  no  wise  find  preserved  in  writing  :  for  as  report  says, 
they  were  very  short-lived  :  But  thus  much  I  have  been  inform- 
ed  of  from  old  records,  that  unto,  &lc.”  Such  then  is  the  fact  as 
stated  by  Dr.  H.  from  Valesius,  contradicted  by  Eusebius  him¬ 
self.  Of  this  contradiction,  see  Pearson  de  success,  prim.  Rom. 
Episc.  c.  2,  p.  8,  as  quoted  in  Reading’s  Cambridge  ed.  of  Eu¬ 
sebius  by  Valesius,  p.  225. 

We  now  conclude  our  long  review.  Nothing  but  the  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  author,  and  the  credit  which  he  has  with  his  party, 
would  have  excited  us  to  pay  so  much  attention  to  so  short  a 
pamphlet.  The  style  is  better  than  that  of  the  author’s  other 
productions.  The  characteristic  fault  of  the  man  appears 
throughout,  to  make  assertions  without  proving  them,  and  to 
discolour,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  disgust,  doctrines  which 
he  does  not  understand.  Many  things  are  introduced,  not  for 
giving  unity  to  the  whole,  but  to  disclose  party  views.  We 
honour  his  honesty  in  avowing  his  sentiments,  and  respect  his 
motives;  but  wish  he  may  in  future  afford  a  belter  specimen  of 
his  talents,  and  the  correctness  of  his  reading. 
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THE  DAYS  OF  DARKNESS. 
EccLES.  xii.  7,  8. 

Oh  sweet  is  heaven’s  cerulean  light. 

Fair  from  the  blue  vault  gleaming, 
And  sweet,  the  golden  radiance  bright^ 
That  from  the  sun  is  streaming. 

Yet  live,  fond  man,  thy  little  hours. 

Of  earthly  bliss  a  lover. 

And  cull  the  charms  of  earthly  flowers- 
Death  shall  thy  path  discover ! 


The  days  of  darkness  soon  shall  brood,. 

Thy  transient  pleasures  blasting, 
Death  sweeps  his  waves  of  solitude — 
Dark,  and  for  ages  lasting. 

For  all  is  vanity  on  earth — 

Then  seek  the  joys  of  heaven ; 
There,  flow’rets  of  celestial  birth 
Shall  to  thy  hand  be  given ! 


,  HYMN. 

'L 

X)oWN  from  the  hiU  of  Calv’ry  flows 
A  living  stream  of  joy  and  love. 

Whose  gentle  wave  the  shepherd  knows, 
And  every  traveller  longs  to  prove. 

O’er  barren  fields  and  sandy  w'astes 
It  spreads,  to  bless  the  sterile  land. 

And  o’er  the  dreary  desert  hastes 

To  crown  with  life,  by  Christ’s  command. 
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The  soiJ,  no  longer  now  accu^t, 

Blooms  with  the  verdure  of  the  skies, 

The  weary  flocks  allay  their  thirst, 

The  flowers  are  cloth’d  with  lovelier  dies. 

The  fainting  pilgrim  sees  the  wave. 

He  tastes,  pursues  its  guiding  way, 

Passes  the  confines  of  the  grave, 

And  triumphs  in  eternal  day ! 

L.  S. 


Religious  3jntcili0cnce. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 


HAVING  received  the  report  of  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  The  Sunday  School  Union 
Society,  held  in  London, 'in  May  last,  we  feel 
anxious  to  lay  before  the  public  a  brief  out¬ 
line  of  the  progress  of  this  mighty  system 
for  educating  and  enlightening  the  poor  of 
all  nations. 

The  report  first  notices  the  establishment 
of  “  The  Female  Sunday  School  Union  So¬ 
ciety,”  and  the  “  New-York  Sunday  School 
Union  Society,”  in  this  city ;  and  gives  a  co¬ 
pious  extract  from  the  report  of  the  latter, 
the  particulars  of  which  are  here  sufficiently 
known.  They  then  proceed  to  report — 

The  formation  of  two  Sunday  Schools  in 
France,  containing  about  200  of  the  poorest 
children. 

The  formation  of  one  Sunday  School  at 
Cape  Henr}',  St  Domingo,  where  the  Scrip 
tures  are  read,  at  the  particular  desire  of 
the  king. 

The  establishment  of  a  Society  for  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  in  New  South  W ales,  and  the 
formation  of  schools  in  five  different  towns, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  governor.  The 
correspondence  from  this  new,  but  interest¬ 
ing,  country,  seems  also  to  hold  out  the 
hope  of  soon  fixing  schools  in  Van  Diemen’s 
land,  and  in  the  unnumbered  islands  in  the 
great  South  Seas. 


The  report  also  mentions  the  recent  es¬ 
tablishment  of  Sunday  Schools  in  Canada, 
though  many  particulars  of  their  progress 
had  not  reached  the  Lotidon  Union. 

The  school  established  in  Ceylon  “  is 
going  on  prosperously,  and  is  diffusing  the 
blessings  of  religious  education  among  the 
children  of  that  island.” 

The  progress  of  the  Sunday  School  .Soci¬ 
ety  in  Ireland  desenes  particular  notice. 
From  their  seventh  report,  presented  to  the 
annual  meeting  in  London,  it  appears — 
That,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1816,  the  schools 
were,  in  number,  350,  containing  38,598 
children  ;  whereas  the  returns,  on  the  same 
date  of  the  present  year,  give  439  schools, 
and  51,410  scholars,  being  an  increase,  in 
the  past  year,  of  12,812  children.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  of  this  society  had  been  1878/.  175. 
6|d.,  and  their  expenditures  only  1281/. 
Ids.  4jc/.,  leaving  a  balance,  for  future 
operations,  of  nearly  400/.,  and  this  at  a 
time  of  most  unparalleled  pecuniary  distress. 

Various  interesting  details  are  given  in 
the  report,  of  the  blessed  effects  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  system.  Numbers  had  been  re¬ 
deemed  from  the  lowest  sinks  of  vice  and 
misery.  Parents  and  children  were  found 
together,  regardless  of  God  and  man,  de¬ 
spising  religion,  and  hating  all  lawful  re- 
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faith,  giving  their  dying  testiniony,  that 
their  first  religious  impressions  were  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  Sunday  Schools. 

From  the  report  of  the  Arbroath  society, 
in  Scotland,  it  appears,  that,  in  one  schooi^ 
out  of  344  scholars,  no  less  than  150  are 
pious  young  womens  from  15  fo  20. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  **  Sunday  School 
Union,”  is  219,952;  of  which  2,396  are 
adults.  And  when  it  is  understood,  that 
!  those  in  the  **  Union  Society”  do  not  make 
one  half  the  number  of  those  taught  in  the 
Sunday  Schools  in  Great-Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  who  does  not  perceive  the  wonderful 
^  effect  which  such  a  system  must  have  upon 
the  moral  and  religious  habits  of  the  rising 
generation.^  The  result  is  incalculable; 
but  of  this  we  may  be  certain,  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  this  system  spreads,  must  be  the 
increase  of  moral  and  intellectual  light. 
Ignorance  is  chased  by  its  mild,  but  cheer- 
j  ing  beams,  w  Ule  vice  and  irreligion  die  at 
its  approach. 


straint^the  disciples  of  designing  infidels, 
they  had  drunk  deeply  of  the  poisonous  cup, 
and  were  both  temporally  and  spiritually, 
“  vessels  of  wrath,  fitted  for  destruction.” 
In  this  state  the  Sunday  School  teachers 
found  them.  But  what  a  change  does  this 
report  present !  The  most  hardened  have 
been  subdued ;  the  most  profligate  reformed. 
The  Catholic,  the  Protestant,  and  the  Jew, 
have  been  taught,  in  the  same  schools,  to 
read  the  Holy  Scripture,  and  to  attend  to 
the  word  of  eternal  life.  The  abandoned 
and  destitute  of  aU  ages  have  been  invited 
to  forsake  tlieir  unhappy  courses.  They 
have  done  so,  and  their  grateful  hearts 
never  cease  to  return  thanks  to  their  kind 
benefactors. 

It  would  make  this  abstract  too  long, 
were  we  to  dwell  on  all  the  effects.  Some 
few  more  must  not  be  passed  over.  In  one 
.school  74  scholars  had  received  honourable 
dismission — and  not  less  than  73  had  been 
received  as  members  of  Christian  societies. 
In  another  school  ten  of  the  present  teachers 
were  once  scholars.  Many  have  died  in  the 
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AMIDST  the  varied  scenes  of  this  che¬ 
quered  life,  some  produced  by  the  extended 
dominion  of  sin,  others  arising  out  of  that 
promise  which  points  to  its  final  destruction, 
how  delightful  is  it  to  the  Christian  to  cast 
his  gaze  over  the  moral  map  of  the  world ! 
There  he  beholds  the  dawnings  of  the  Sun 
of  Righteousness  on  regions,  where  his 
beams  had  never  shone,  or  from  w  hich  he 
had  for  ages  departed.  The  heart  bounds 
W’ith  transport  at  the  prospect.  Placed  by 
the  hand  of  Divine  Providence  on  the  sa¬ 
cred  mount,  the  Christian  is  not  called  to 
contemplate  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  or 
their  w'a«ting  glory.  No !  Before  him  are 
placed  scenes  of  more  endearing  grandeurs. 
The  vast  landscape  presents  to  him  nations 
ot  various  hue,  tribes,  kindreds,  and  tongues, 
and  as  he  stretches  his  view, 

“  To  rivers  unknown  to  son®,” 


he  sees  darkness,  in  a  great  degree,  covering 
the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  Anon,  he  lifts  his  wondering 
eyes.  Flying  in  the  midst  of  heaven  is  seen 
the  angel  of  the  covenant,  with  the  everlast¬ 
ing  gospel  in  his  hands ;  the  messengers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  head  of  the  Church  are 
spreading  themselves,  to  carry  this  word  to 
the  verj'  ends  of  the  earth.  And  again  is 
realized  another  Pentecost,  when  “  Par¬ 
tisans,  and  Medes,  and  Elamites,  and  the 
dw'^ellers  in  Mesopotamia,  and  in  Judea  and 
Cappadocia,  in  Pontus  and  Asia,  Phiy'gia 
and  Pamphylia,  in  Egvpt,  and  in  the  parts 
of  Lybia  about  Cyrene,  and  strangers  of 
Rome,  Jews  and  proselytes,  Cretes  and 
Arabians,  do  speak  in  their  own  tongues 
the  wonderful  works  of  God.” 

We  are  led  to  these  reflections,  by  a  but 
hasty  perusal  of  such  abstracts  of  the  annual 
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Bible  and  Missionary  reports,  for  1816  and 
1817,  as  have  reached  us  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  London  Magazines.  They  are 
the  most  cheering  which  we  have  yet  seen. 
Notwithstanding  the  discouragements  the 
societies  had  to  encounter,  at  their  first  out¬ 
set;  the  almost  insurmountable  obstacles 
which  opposed  their  progress ;  the  vast  ex¬ 
ertions,  and  the  great  sacrifices  to  be  made 
before  there  was  the  smallest  prospect  of 
success,  we  have  seen  them  proceed  with 
steady  step,  and  with  increasing  zeal.  The 
ambassadors  of  the  cross  have  gone  forth — 
the  torch  of  truth  in  their  hands — the  arm 
of  Jehovah  for  their  support.  They  have 
entered  the  strong-holds  of  superstition,  and 
have  laid  prostrate  the  gods  of  wood  and  of 
stone.  They  have  penetrated  the  most  in¬ 
hospitable  regions,  where  the  mists  of  igno¬ 
rance  were  deep  as  thickest  night  Dark¬ 
ness  has  fled,  and  the  pure  light  from  above 
has  cheered  the  drear)'  abode.  The  savage 
Cafifree,  the  ferocious  Bushman,  and  the 
stupid  Hottentot,  have  listened  to  the  word 
of  life.  At  the  sound  of  this  gospel  the 
Hindoo  has  forfeited  his  caste,  and  the  Mus¬ 
sulman  abandoned  his  prophet  of  lies. 
Through  the  innumerable  islands  of  Austral¬ 
asia  and  Polynesia,  civilization  is  sapping  the 
foundations  of  barbarism — truth  is  erecting 
its  standard  in  the  temples  of  the  greatest 
idolatiy',  while  the  cry  of  murdered  inno¬ 
cence,  and  of  unprovoked  insult,  so  long 
calling  to  heaven  for  vengeance,  is  hushed 
by  the  still  voice  of  the  religion  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  “  turn 
aside,  and  see  this  great  light.” 

From  the  23d  report  of  the  London  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  it  appears :  That  in  Eimeo, 
the  number,  w'ho  have  entered  their  names 
as  professors  of  Christ,  are  362.  The  scho¬ 
lars  amount  to  between  600  and  700.  The 
principal  priest  had  openly  renounced  hea¬ 
thenism  ;  the  king  persevered  in  his  profes¬ 
sion  of  the  faith  of  Christ.  The  altars  of 
idolatry  had  been  overthrown,  and  the  gods 
committed  to  the  flames.  The  number  of 
candidates  for  Christianity,  says  the  Sydney 
Cazette,  exceeded  1000.  The  chiefs  of 
fhe  adjacent  islands  are  entreating  the  mis¬ 


sionaries  to  visit  them,  places  for  the  worship 
of  the  true  and  living  God  are  erecting,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  group  of 
islands,  so  long  in  the  shadow  of  death,  will 
beewne  the  humble  followers  of  a  crucified 
Redeemer. 

Mr.  Milne  still  proceeds  in  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  enlighten  the  Chinese  inhabitants, 
“  dispersed  among  the  numerous  and  popu¬ 
lous  islands  of  the  Eastern  sea.”  A  mis¬ 
sionary  house  is  erecting  at  Malacca.  Mr. 
Milne  has  70  Chinese  scholars  under  his 
care.  He  is  besides  engaged  in  translating 
the  Scriptures,  and  in  publishing  a  Chinese 
Monthly  Magazine.  In  his  missionary  ex^ 
ertions  he  is  assisted  by  Mess.  Thomsen, 
Medhurst,  and  Slater,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  their  being  extensively  useful. 

The  mission  under  Mr.  Morrison  has  met 
with  some  obstacles,  but  he  goes  on  in  his 
j  great  work  with  unabated  ardour.  New 
[  editions  of  tlie  Chinese  Testament  have  been 
commenced,  and  tlie  whole  of  Genesis,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  Psalms  have  been  tranft- 
lated. 

In  Amboyna,  and  the  Molucca  or  Spice 
islands,  a  “  great  door,  and  an  effectual, 
has  been  opened.”  This  account,  however, 
is  so  minute  and  affecting,  that  we  cannot 
abridge  it.  It  shall  be  given  in  a  future 
number.  Mr.  Kam,  the  active  and  intelli¬ 
gent  missionary  to  these  islands,  is  erecting 
a  new  Church  in  Amboyna.  When  he 
preaches  in  the  Malay  language,  so  great  is 
the  desire  to  hear,  that  the  Church  is  filled 
IcMig  before  tlic  service  commences :  and  it 
may  serve  to  chide  our  lukewarmness,  to  be 
told,  that  at  the  missionary  prayer-meetings 
in  Amboyna,  one  thousand  persons  attend ; 
and  that  so  great  is  the  thirst  of  the  people 
for  the  word,  that  they  will  part  with  any 
thing  they  possess  for  one  copy  of  the  sa¬ 
cred  records. 

In  the  island  of  Ceylon  the  word  has 
“  free  course.”  The  missionaries  are  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  the  na¬ 
tive  tongue.  Government,  without  regard 
to  sect,  fosters  their  endeavours  by  every 
possible  means.  TTirre  appears  among  fhe 
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aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  hitherto  be¬ 
nighted  island,  a  desire,  at  least,  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  this  “new  way.”  We  trust 
the  time  is  not  distant,  when  they  shall  re¬ 
ceive,  and  believe  in  that  word  which  is 
able  to  save  their  souls. 

The  plan  pursued  by  many  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries,  in  several  of  tlic  Indian  stations, 
seems  to  be  that  of  school  instruction^  and 
through  the  medium  .of  tracts.  The  good 
effects  of  this  motle  are  already  visible.  In 
adopting  it,  they  offend  fewer  prejudices 
than  they  would  by  any  other.  They  do 
not  force  the  poor  heathen  to  an  open  pro¬ 
fession,  before  they  are  fully  prepared  for 
it,  by  either  deep  conviction  or  sound  con¬ 
version.  The  seed  is  sown  silently;  is 
frequently  strengthened  by  conversation, 
and  watered  by  the  divine  blessing;  in  this 
way  it  is  likely  to  produce  abundant  fruit. 
In  Viiagapatam,  Belhary,  and  Surat,  these 
schools  have  been  singularly  useful. 

In  the  Mauritius,  under  the  superintend¬ 
ance  of  the  missionar}'  Le  Brun,  the  schools 
are  in  a  most  flourisliing  state.  Governor 


Farquhar,  who  is  a  nursing  father  to  these 
schools,  writes  to  the  Directors  as  follows : 
“  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  now  conomuni- 
cate  to  you  the  flourishing  state  of  the^ 
schools  established  here  by  Mr.  Le  Brun. 
This  indefat^able  missionary  has  succeeded 
in  the  difficult  task  of  inducing  the  free  co¬ 
loured  population  of  Port  Louis  to  send  their 
children  for  instruction,  not  only  in  the  ele¬ 
mentary  part  of  education,  but  also  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion ;  and  this 
he  has  effected,  notwithstanding  the  indif¬ 
ference,  not  to  say  opposition,  which  was  to 
be  expected  in  a  colony,  and  in  a  class  of 
population,  whose  religious  principles  were 
destroyed  by  the  revolution,  and  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  them  treated  as  hypocritical  and  con¬ 
temptible.  On  this  account  Mr.  Le  Brun 

I 

deserv’es  the  greater  credit :  he  has  shocked 
no  man’s  opinion  or  prejudice ;  but,  holding 
the  noiseless  tenor  of  his  way,  persevered  in 
the  meritorious  course,  until  the  numbers  of 
his  scholars  have  become  too  great  for  one 
man,  however  zealous  and  assiduous,  to  at¬ 
tend  to.” 


SPEECH  OF  THE  REV.  DR.  PROUDFIT, 

At  the  formation  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 


WHEN  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffin  had  closed, 
ihe  Rev.  Dr.  Proudfit  rose,  and  thus  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Chair : 

Mr.  Chairman — I  rise  to  second  the  mo¬ 
tion  proposed  by  that  veiy  respected  and  be¬ 
loved  brother  who  has  now  addressed  you, 
and  with  him  most  cordially  unite  in  hailing 
the  auspicious  occasion  of  our  meeting.  It 
may  justly  be  considered  as  forming  a  new 
era  m  the  history  of  missions,  and  Various 
considerations  rush  irresistibly  upon  my  soul, 
and  swell  it  with  more  than  ordinaiy  trans¬ 
ports  of  joy.  Fifteen  months  have  not  yet 
elapsed  since  we  convened  in  this  city  to  or¬ 
ganize  that  grand  national  institution,  “  the 
American  Bible  Society  :”  again,  wc  are 


convened  for  a  different  purpose,  but  one 
equally  important,  to  constitute  a  “  Foreign 
Missionaiy  Society,”  because  faith  cometk 
by  hearing.,  but  how  shall  they  hear  without 
a  preacher.  It  is  not,  however,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  work  in  prospect  exclusively 
which  elevates  and  transports  my  soul ;  not 
merely  the  anticipation  of  glorv'  which  may 
result  to  Jesus  from  our  present  decisions, 
or  their  benign  influence  on  perishing  im¬ 
mortals  :  there  are  other  consideration'- 
which  coficur  to  render  our  meeting  naorr 
than  ordinarily  interesting.  We  are  collect¬ 
ed  from  different  regions  of  country,  and 
different  sections  of  the  church;  we  are  col¬ 
lected,  not  in  our  individual  capacity,  but «« 
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mated  to  nobler  exertions  for  the  living 
God.  I  trust  that  not  an  individual  within 
these  walls  will  retire  without  entering  his 
name  as  a  subscriber  to  the  “  United  Fo¬ 
reign  Missionary  Society.”  1  see  around 
me  gentlemen  whose  enterprise  and  acti¬ 
vity  in  their  respective  pursuits  have  been 
crowned. with  eminent  success,  and  upon 
wh<Mn  Jehovah  in  his  bounty  has  showered 
profusely  the  blessings  of  his  providence.  I 
trust  that  such  will  give  not  only  their  own 
names,  but  those  of  their  families,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  benevolent  institution.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  free  to  declare,  and  the  de¬ 
claration  is  made,  my  Master  bearing  me 
witness,  without  the  least  ostentation,  that 
1  entered  this  room  with  the  resolution  of 
constituting  each  member  of  my  family  a 
member  of  the  Society  for  life.  It  is  a  small 
tribute  of  gratitude  to  that  Jesus  who  re¬ 
deemed  me  to  God;  who  redeemed  me  to 

God  with  his  oum  blood;  and  I  am  fully 
$ 

persuaded,  that  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
without  the  least  diminution  of  temporal 


interest  to  them,  will-conddce  hereafter  td 
my  own  glory  and  joy.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
must  again  solicit  your  forgiveness  of  the 
trespass  w*hich  I  have  now  conunitted  uport 
yofur  patience  and  that  of  this  venerable 
audience.  I  must  solemnly  declare,  that  I 
feel  anxious  for  the  result  of  this  meeting. 

■  Angels  are  anxious.  They  look  down  from 
'  their  elevated  mansions  to  see  Who  will  bf 
first  in  entering  his  name,  and  most  liberal 
in  the  sum  which  he  annexes  to  his  name. 
The  Lord  of  angels  is  anxious.  He  IcxA'i 
from  heaven  to  see  whether  we  are  prompt 
to  throw  into  his  treasury’  as  in  his  provi¬ 
dence  he  has  prospered  us ;  he  looks  to  no¬ 
tice  with  what  impressions  we  recollect  th^ 

I  scenes  of  the  manger,  and  of  the  garden, 
and  of  the  cross.  In  our  love  to  himse  If,  in 
our  love  to  each  other,  in  our  real  for  his 
I  gloiy,  in  our  holy  emulation  in  spending  for 
i  the  advancement  of  it,  may  he  see  of  the  tro- 
k  vail  of  his  soul ;  may  he  feel  a  fresh  exulta¬ 
tion  that  he  did  not  rome,  and  an*^ 
I  groan^  and  bleed^  and  die  in  vain. 


« 


€0  Corre^ponbent^. 

Y.  is  received,  and  will  be  attended  to. 

Q.  &  L.  S.  will  be  inserted.  The  writers  have  onr  sincere  thanks. 

L.  will  perceive  that  he  has  been  anticipated  by  one  of  our  friends,  whose 
piece  is  in  the  present  number^ 

S.  M.  is  inadmissible. 

The  notice  of  the  Greenwich  Cent  Society  for  the  support  of  the  Theologi¬ 
cal  College  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,”  was  received  too  late  for  insertion 
in  the  present  number :  it  shall  have  a  place  in  our  next. 


